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Family unsure if Dodge committed suicide
Text messages, odd behavior contribute to uncertainty
surrounding sophomore’s death in crash last week
By Jesse Scardina
Managing Editor

‘Goodbye muffin’

“How do they know already?”
TJ’s mother, Pam Dodge, questioned. “[My insurance agent]
Anthony Raye, who knew TJ,
hasn’t seen anything that he’s

Weaver said she slept through
two text messages from TJ early
ROCKLAND — No one
Tuesday morning, sent soon beknows why Timothy James Dodge
fore he died.
Jr. was driving on Route 2
“At 12 [a.m.] he sent
in Old Town at 5:15 a.m.
me a text saying ‘See you
last Tuesday.
in the morning,’ but he
His family and closest
friends can’t figure out
“We don’t have a clue.” knew my schedule and
knew I had class at 8,”
why “TJ,” a sophomore
Weaver said.
psychology student at
Tim Dodge Sr.
“At like, [3 a.m.], he
the University of Maine
Father of TJ Dodge texted, ‘I have to do this,
who was killed instantly
I’m sorry.’ Then he texted,
after his car struck a tree,
‘Goodbye muffin’ at 5:05.
bought a Snapple at a loI didn’t wake up because
cal convenience store beDodge
it was like 5 in the mornfore that fatal car ride.
Right now, there are more comfortable with [to call it a sui- ing.”
cide].”
Weaver found out the news
questions than answers.
And TJ’s on-again, off-again during her 8 a.m. sociology class,
“We don’t have a clue,” said
girlfriend, Nicole Weaver, a first- when a University of Maine poTim Dodge, TJ’s father.
His parents say though they year biology student at UMaine, lice officer pulled her out. She
haven’t yet seen TJ’s death cer- also doubts that his death was a called Alex Young, TJ’s best
friend from home and a student at
tificate, they’ve been told the state suicide.
However, she thinks the ruling Husson University in Bangor.
medical examiner has ruled the
death a suicide. They don’t think will be based on two text messages TJ sent to her before the crash.
TJ would have killed himself.
See Dodge on A3

Michael Shepherd • Editor in Chief

Nicole Weaver, the girlfriend of Timothy James “TJ” Dodge Jr., the University of Maine student who
died in an Old Town car accident last week, speaks in TJ’s parents’ home in Rockland on Saturday.

Chance crafts professor’s history Research showcase
highlights projects
of undergraduates
By Chris Chase
State Editor

Richard Hill would describe
himself as an uninteresting, average man. At a casual glance, he
may seem to be.
Until the official start of our
interview, he was busy watering
a group of tomato seedlings next
to a large set of windows. The
late afternoon sun streamed in,
highlighting a nearly empty room
filled with one out-of-place baby
grand piano and the small tray of
seedlings.
Look just a bit closer and the
story isn’t so typical. The heating
pad Hill uses to keep the seedlings
warm, it turns out, was received
in relation to his time as an expert
witness in a trial.
Posters with an array of numbers on them, featuring hard-topronounce words such as ‘sto-

Richard Hill would describe himself
as an uninteresting, average man.
At a casual glance, he may seem to be.

File photo by Paul Perkins • Photojournalist

Richard Hill, a University of Maine professor emeritus in mechanical engineering, reviews science behind UMaine’s energy house with a group
of interested students during a guided tour earlier this year.

chasticity’ and detailing some
complicated
thermodynamic
problems, hang on the walls of the
room.
Diagrams on the posters look
surprisingly like a blueprint of the
room they decorate.
Just beneath the surface, and
with a little bit of digging, the
clues on the posters tell an interesting story, indicating that the
house was built decades ago in a
pioneering set of experiments in
green energy solutions, a project
Hill worked on.
Hill, upon sitting down, hands
over a piece of paper with five
short paragraphs, detailing what
he describes — in booming baritone — as “a few simple calculations.”
They illustrate an estimate of
the per-person oil usage at the
See Hill on A4

Chowin’ down on chicken

Paul Perkins • Photojournalist

Phi Mu and Alpha Phi sisters compete in a chicken wing eating competition sponsored by Phi Beta Phi. The fee to participate was $5, and
all proceeds went to First Book, an organization responsible for providing books to low-income families in the United States and Canada.
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in a presentation called “Oxygen and Hydrogen Trends of
Thermally Developed DeoxyThe Center for Undergrad- genated Carboxylate Salts.”
“It’s a very good opportuuate Research put on its third
annual Undergraduate Re- nity for me to learn a lot, and
search and Academic Show- I’m just excited to see where
case on Wednesday in the we can take this,” Castillo
said.
Wells Conference Center.
Both students were confiEighty-two
undergradudent that doing
ate students’ rethis
research
search projects
now will help
were showcased
“It’s a very good
them later in
in the event. An
their careers.
open conference
opportunity for
“I’d
really
room
housed
me to learn a lot, like to go into
upwards of 80
posters, with the and I’m just excited a field like this,
something with
students standing
to see where we
renewable enernearby to answer
can take this.”
gies, so that’s
any questions reactually why I
garding their research.
Ruth Castillo decided to do
“It’s really to Second-year biochemical [this research],”
Knights said.
showcase what
engineering and renewThey credit
undergraduable energy student the university
ates are doing,”
for their opporsaid
Nancy
tunity to do this
Hall,
director
research.
of CUGR.“The
“I emailed my advisor saymore [students] that we can
get from across campus, the ing I was interested in doing
research with biofuel, and he
better.”
The purpose of this show- connected me with a few faccase is to demonstrate how ulty members who provided
many
undergraduates
at me with this research opportuUMaine engage in original nity,” Knights said.
It’s not just science students
research, work commonly atwho have an opportunity to
tributed to graduate students.
Throughout the day, stu- participate.
“It’s really quite an amazdents presented their research
to a room of judges, faculty and ing range of projects,” Hall
fellow students. At the end of said.
Jennifer Moulton, a senior
the day judges chose winners
in the poster, oral presentation sociology student, exhibited
her research on “Clothing,
and exhibit categories.
But the excitement was felt Cuisine and Companions: The
not only among the winning Social Construction of Specieism.” Moulton was shocked
projects.
Zachary Knights, a second- at how little sociological reyear chemical engineering search had been done on anistudent, and Ruth Castillo, a mals and took this opportunity
second-year biochemical engi- to explore that gap.
“To an extent, [this reneering and renewable energy
student, were thrilled to have search] is pioneering,” Moultthe opportunity to present
their joint research on biofuels
See CUGR on A4

By Lauren Abbate
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Parking needs
compete for May 5
meet, graduation
By Jesse Scardina
Managing Editor

Christie Edwards • Staff Photogtapher

Joe Cousins and members of Lifelines prepare for their white water canoeing adventure on Friday afternoon down the Souadabscook Stream.

Lifelines’ white-water canoeing trip
joins religion, adventure on river
By Travis Poulin

For The Maine Campus
For $5 and a homily, University of Maine students
gained the chance to ricochet
off rocks in the Souadabscook.
Lifelines Ministry, a Christian student organization at
the University of Maine, took
three boat-loads of students
on a white-water canoeing trip
on the Soudabscook River in
Hampden on Friday.
Lifelines Ministry’s mission is “to use the outdoor
experience to help students
grow holistically; in their relationships with each other,
with God, and in leadership
and character,“ according to
its website. The group was
started in Maine by a group
of religious people who loved
the outdoors.
The trip was led by UMaine
alumnus Joseph Cousins, the
head of Lifelines and an experienced rock climber, rafter
and outdoorsman. At the outset of the excursion, he said
the group’s goal is to combine
God and the outdoors, but he
did not dwell on religion while
on the river.
The trip to Hampden for

the launch river left from the
Steam Plant parking lot. Although Lifelines has a trailer
that can carry up to eight canoes, only three canoes were
hauled to Hampden.
“We used to have to turn
people down from trips,”

ly can,” Cousins said.
Extremely low water levels left Cousins and Rebecca
Strickfaden, an intern in the
Lifelines program, a bit discouraged on the white-water
lessons that were supposed
to be conducted. But the two

“We used to have to turn
people down from trips, due to the
amount of people that signed up.”
Joseph Cousins
Lifelines

Cousins said, “due to the
amount of people that signed
up.”
He suspected the approach
of finals week inhibited people from signing up for the
trip. Since the Lifelines program has all the equipment
they need for adventures like
this, the cost of the trip was
only $5.
“Our goal was to be able to
do these trips for next to nothing for students, and we final-

leaders were able to improvise in order to give the group
somewhat of a white-water
experience.
Techniques were taught,
such as keeping a straight
chest when kneeling in order
to maintain a center of balance in an unsteady canoe.
Many safety procedures were
also taught, like the “nose and
toes” method of keeping those
two body parts above water after capsizing. The water, how-

ever, was hardly deep enough
to practice.
Cousins is an outdoors
veteran and has traveled the
Souadabscook many times.
“Most of these rocks I’ve
never even seen before,” he
said, referring to exposed
rocks that are usually underwater.
Some rapids were too-dry
for canoes to maneuver safely,
which meant the group had to
portage its boats. However,
there were several rapids that
could be attempted by the
group.
Cousins showed the paddlers how to keep the canoes
straight while going through
the rapids and how to steady
themselves by keeping paddles
in the water. He also taught the
group to gain momentum before taking on a rapid, which
helps keep the canoe straight
when negotiating the whitewater.
Cousins said Lifelines tries
to do an adventurous trip every
Friday afternoon. The trips are
usually low-cost due to all the
gear the Lifelines program has
acquired.
“We do all the fundraising
for gear ourselves,” Cousins
said.

On May 5, another group
of University of Maine seniors
will take that celebrated walk
from the Field House to the
Alfond Arena, receive their diplomas and embark into world
that lies ahead.
At the same time, a group
of America East track and field
athletes will arrive on campus, preparing for long jumps,
sprints and throws in the annual America East Championships.
The timing seems unfortunate, not only for seniors participating in both events but
for UMaine parking services,
the athletic department and
thousands of spectators.
“It’s something we’re used
to handling, but it’s hard,”
said UMaine Athletic Director Steve Abbott. “That’s their
set weekend for the championship, then it rotates amongst
the institutions interested in
hosting it.”
However complicated, this
situation isn’t new to the university. Baseball and softball
games have been played on
the same day as graduation on
multiple occasions.
“To give you an example,
the home [men’s hockey]
weekend against Merrimack
College was the same week
as the [Eastern Maine] Sportsmen’s [S]how, which draws a
huge crowd as well. It’s the

kind of thing we’ve done before, but it taxes everybody,”
Abbott said.
Director of Parking Services Alan Stormann is no stranger to commencement, helping
coordinate 30 in his time at
UMaine. With the added element of a conference track
meet, Stormann stressed communication.
“The Athletic Department
and us work hand in hand in
these sporting events. Like
the America East meet, we sit
down and talk about the challenges,” he said. “We evaluate
what our parking situation is,
and on that particular day with
graduation going on, there’s
the potential to have 10 to 15
thousand people coming and
going off campus that day.
“It certainly does stress
things. But we get creative.”
The creativity Stormann
speaks of, most notably, is a
shuttle system that is implemented to transfer guests for
either event from various
parking lots throughout campus to the Alfond or Memorial
Gym.
“They’re given priority by
all the police officers because
they’re mass transportation,”
Stormann said. “We know
on that particular day, on the
Hilltop Lot for example the
back section will not be full.
We have a lot of room of there
by the Rec Center. We’ll direct
See Graduation on A4

Bush and Walker’s
arraignment date
pushed second time
and Walker saw another member of the
football team having
University
of
a conversation in the
Maine football playdoorway of a firsters Aamad Bush and
floor room in SomerMalik Walker were
set Hall at 1 a.m. Jan.
charged with assault
18. Police said they
and criminal threatenentered the room uning after a dormitory
invited and Bush profight on Jan. 18, durceeded to fire the BB
ing which a BB gun
Bush
gun at the side and
was fired. Both were
arm of the individual
suspended indefinitestanding in the doorly from the team after
way, leading to a fight
the incident.
between the two.
Bush and WalkWhile Bush and
er, both 18, were
the football player
charged with Class
were fighting, Walker
D offenses. Their arshot one of the room’s
raignment, which has
residents in the arm
already been reschedwith his own BB gun,
uled twice, is schedaccording to Welch.
uled for June 5. The
Walker
In Maine, Class D
arraignment was initially scheduled for Feb. 16 and crimes carry a maximum sentence of 364 days in jail and a
was then pushed to April 12.
According to University of $2,000 fine, according to the
Maine police Lt. Robert Welch, Office of the Maine Attorney
the incident began when Bush General.

Staff Report

Police
Beat
The best from
UMaine’s finest

By Brittany Toth

during a dispute. Goncalves
was summonsed for assault.

Breezy break-in
The University of Maine
Police Department received
a report of theft at 12:33 p.m.
April 9. A resident parking pass
was stolen from a vehicle in the
Hilltop parking lot at some point
since January. The front window
of the vehicle was broken from
a previous accident. The cost to
replace the pass is estimated at
$5.

Tipsy tip
UMPD received a report of
underage drinking on the first
floor of Somerset Hall at 9:15
p.m. April 12. Gregory Forest,
19, was summonsed for possession of alcohol by a minor.
Two 18-year-old females and
one 18-year-old male were referred to Judicial Affairs.

Local Editor

Foul shot
UMPD received a report of
disorderly conduct at 10:01 p.m.
April 9. A fight broke out at the
New Balance Student Recreation Center during a basketball
game. Cabrinni Goncalves, 19,
punched an 18-year-old male

Double trouble
UMPD received a report
of underage drinking on the
fourth floor of Somerset Hall
at 1:21 a.m. April 13. Adam
Houle, 19, and Zoe Swaffer, 18, were summonsed for
possession of alcohol by a
minor and referred to Judicial Affairs.
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“After we went in to see him, he still had
that shit-ass grin on his face. ... He’s
laying there and you’re waiting for him
to open his eyes, like the biggest
practical joke he could have ever done.”
Pam Dodge
Mother of TJ Dodge

“He was telling me he wasn’t sure if he
was going back to college or not.”
Tim Dodge
Father of TJ Dodge

Photo by Michael Shepherd • Editor in Chief

Left: Tim Dodge stands in the kitchen of his home speaking
about his late son, TJ Dodge, pictured at right.

Dodge

from A1
“He texted me that [Monday]
night at around 8 saying he was
going to be drinking, but didn’t
say where or with who,” Young
said.
News of TJ’s death quickly
traveled back to his hometown of
Rockland. Coby Boutot, another
lifelong friend of TJ’s, didn’t believe what he heard.
“The first thing I looked at
was my phone, and I had like 50
missed calls and 30 text messages,” Boutot said. “I didn’t believe
it at first, because the first text
message I opened was from TJ at
11:15 a.m.”
Boutot said that the text must
have resent in the morning when
the police plugged in his cell
phone.
“I was supposed to go down
to Orono that day to see him,”
Boutot continued. “When I was
told, I was like, ‘No, I got this text
message.’ It said, ‘So excited to
see you today.’ I talked to him [at]
about 3 a.m. that morning while I
was at work.”
Boutot said TJ didn’t mention
anything out of the ordinary during their 3 a.m. conversation.
‘He didn’t leave a note’
While all members of his fam-

ily and friends deny suicide as a
possible motive behind TJ’s death,
they acknowledge a change in attitude that started during his transition to college and continued up
until the crash.
“He was telling me he wasn’t
sure if he was going back to college or not,” Tim Dodge said. “I
told him it was his choice. He was
hoping he could find something
around here to do, but he never
mentioned any particular qualms,
and the school work was easy.”
“Everybody from around
[Rockland] knew who he was
and what he was all about, and I
think showing up [at UMaine],
not knowing a lot of people, I
think he struggled to start over,”
Young said.
And Weaver, who said TJ
slept in her dorm room nearly
every night, noticed some subtle
changes in his personality.
“He liked to work out a lot,
and he told me he didn’t like going to the gym anymore,” she
said. “I think he didn’t like large
groups of people. It was before
spring break. I just think he didn’t
like his new classes. He dropped
theater.
“He said it was different — the
people were different.”
His mother also mentioned TJ
was acting peculiar over spring
break, but nothing happened that
raised concern. Any unease she
had about her son’s behavior dis-

appeared after TJ surprised his
parents with a visit during the last
week of March.
“When he came home after
spring break, he was the same
old TJ,” Pam Dodge said. “I got
a text that night at 11, and he was
already home asleep.
“That was TJ — if he wanted to leave, he’d go,” she said.
“Sometimes he’d get up Sunday
morning and leave before we got
up, and he’d always leave a note
saying he was going back up.
“But this time he didn’t leave
a note.”
The police report
According to TJ’s family, the
Old Town Police Department
closed the case the day after the
accident, and Pam Dodge arranged for Young to pick up the
report.
“[Old Town police Detective
Tom Adams] said, ‘Call, and
we’ll release the stuff to you or
somebody else,’ and I said Alex
[would go and get it],” she said.
The following morning, Pam
Dodge called the police department again and had Young speak
to an officer. Young and Boutot
had left to get breakfast before
traveling back up to Old Town
to pick up the report when Pam
Dodge received a call from the
department.
“So about a half-hour later I

got this phone call saying, ‘Well,
I’m not going to be in the office
today. And I’m the only one who
can release it and I have keys to
the vault,’” she continued. “I
called Alex and told him, ‘Don’t
go, they’re not going to release
the stuff.’ We haven’t heard from
[the police department] since.
“They’ve been very tightlipped and have not said too much
of anything.”
TJ’s parents are planning to
go to Old Town on Monday to
retrieve the police report and reclaim any belongings from his
car.
“I never spoke to anybody else
[at the police department],” Pam
Dodge said. “That’s why I want
to get the stuff back, to find out
what was there.”
Weaver said police told her
there was something in the car
with her name written on it and
that an officer said “there was a
bottle of alcohol behind the seat.”
Any toxicology reports for TJ
won’t be available for a couple of
months, according to the family.
“We knew he drank. We knew
he smoked a little weed,” Tim
Dodge said.
While the family still denies
that TJ’s death was a suicide, they
admit that was the impression
they received after visiting TJ at
Burpee, Carpenter and Hutchins
Funeral Home in Rockland,
where Boutot works.

“As far as I know, that’s
what they’re saying,” Pam
Dodge said. “When we went to
the funeral home, they didn’t
come out and tell me that, but
they were referencing that was
on his death certificate.
“It’s one of those things you
don’t want to look at but you
have to,” she added, talking
about the police report. “I have
to look at it. I want to know
everything I can know about
what happened. I don’t blame
Nicole. I don’t blame TJ if he
actually did do this — he was
[born] three days early, he did
what he wanted to do.
“He came into this world the
way he wanted to, and if that’s
the way he left, he did it his
way.”
it’

‘Nobody can really believe

The family said the outpouring of support from the Rockland community has been extraordinary. TJ was well-known
throughout Rockland, playing
multiple sports and excelling
in high school theater productions.
“We got selected to go to the
New England Theater Festival,
and they have two representatives from each school to come
up and receive their banner, and
me and him were the ones who

went up and got it,” Young said.
“When I went to the school to
see [our favorite teacher] at the
high school [after TJ’s death],
that’s what she gave me. That’s
going to be something pretty
cool to have.”
Boutot recalled when he and
TJ tried to play on their high
school field hockey team.
“In high school, we fought to
play field hockey. We read stories in other states where guys
were able to play, and we tried
to get on the team,” he said.
“They wouldn’t let us.”
On April 27, the day of TJ’s
funeral, Pam Dodge said the
school will have an early-release day so students and faculty who knew TJ can attend.
“Nobody can really believe
it happened to him,” she said.
One thing Pam Dodge noticed in all of the condolences
and pictures of TJ popping up
throughout the community and
on a Facebook group, “In Loving Memory of TJ Dodge,” is
his trademark smirk. Visiting
the funeral home for the first
time, she noticed that grin had
stayed with him.
“After we went in to see him,
he still had that shit-ass grin
on his face,” Pam Dodge said.
“He’s laying there and you’re
waiting for him to open his
eyes, like the biggest practical
joke he could have ever done.”
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Hill

from A1
University of Maine, calculate the
energy use that that entails and
show how many acres of forest
it would take to match that same
energy amount. He figured out the
calculations and wrote them up
during a bit of spare time.
Richard Hill is 93 years old, a
longtime resident of the state of
Maine and a New York native.
He attended college at Syracuse
University in the ’30s, after which
he worked for General Electric
throughout World War II.
During his time at General
Electric, he helped with calculations that would later go into some
of the first jet engines. After that,
in 1946, he became a professor at
UMaine. Later on, he would become a specialist in nuclear reactors, an expert witness in a number of cases involving fires and a
pioneer for green energy.
His initial switch to education, he says, came out of a desire to give a better one than he
received.
“When I got out of college, I
went to the General Electric company and they gave me a problem
to do, which was to determine the
efficiency of a diffuser — that is, as
you take a fluid and put it through
a channel and slow it down, the
pressure rises,” Hill says. “So they
gave me that problem to do, early
on in my career. And so I did it,
and I handed it back to the boss,
and he said, ‘Well, that’s true for
water, but it isn’t true for gas.’
“And I was just dumbfounded,
because what I had learned at Syracuse in the 1930s had completely
unprepared me for this,” he continues. “Then I spent the whole

CUGR
from A1

on said. “And that’s exciting
as well because so few people
have done studies on this area.
It allows me to get my foot in
the door and say, ‘Hey, I’m
one of the first people to do
this.’”
Hall believes the chance to
showcase research and interact with interested observers
to explain the studies is the
best preparation for a student
to enter the working world.
Patrick Dean and Nicklaus
DeBlois won first place in
the exhibit category for their
research project, “A Study
of Photogrammetry and the

The Maine Campus • News

war working on thermodynam- In 1986, shortly after the Cherics, fluid mechanics, heat trans- nobyl disaster, Maine Yankee, the
fer, gas dynamics, and I realized only nuclear power plant in Maine
how terrible my education was at at the time, was under the threat
Syracuse, just awful. And so part of closure.
of my motive was, I can do a lot
Throughout the 1980s, the
better than what happened to me plant weathered three citizen-iniat Syracuse in the ’30s.”
tiated referendums demanding
From
1946
its closure. The
on, Hill set out to
plant was finally
accomplish that
“I had the wrong closed in 1996
goal. He would
a regulatory
expectations, and after
eventually go on
commission found
to become the I’m sure the students numerous safety
dean of the Col- early on were quite violations, including cracks in steam
lege of Engineerdisappointed. But generator tubes.
ing at UMaine,
Due to his past
but according to
I think I caught
experience with
Hill, his transition
on fairly early
nuclear
energy,
to educator wasn’t
as to what it is I
Hill became one
the smoothest.
of Maine Yankee’s
“I think when I
ought to do.”
most prominent
started out ... I was
defenders. He was
very bad,” Hill
Richard Hill part of a campaign
says of his teachProfessor emeritus by the company
ing with a laugh.
University of Maine that owned Maine
“I had the wrong
Yankee and beexpectations, and
came the face of
I’m sure the students early on were quite disap- nuclear energy during the hearpointed. But I think I caught on ings.
And it all started with an ad in
fairly early as to what it is I ought
a magazine.
to do.”
A chance event forming a fuHill’s career hasn’t followed
the typical planned progression ture career opportunity has bemost people try to maintain. Each come a pattern in Hill’s life. And
choice and change he made, as he while it may stem from chance,
it doesn’t all come down to luck.
tells it, resulted from chance.
For example, in 1953 he re- His own insatiable curiosity and
sponded to an advertisement in desire to do things better is a drivScientific American calling for a ing factor for Hill, from when he
thermodynamics specialist to help was a young man pursuing enadapt the power plant used inside gineering to his extensive work
nuclear submarines to a main- today.
From calculations to observe
stream power plant.
After his application was re- energy usage to researching how
ceived and he underwent a series to better use existing technology,
of background checks, Hill was Hill will poke his nose anywhere
hired. This job led to further op- he can. Whenever he sees news
portunities in the nuclear industry. broadcasts from another country,

instead of listening, he’s busy observing buildings to see how their
air conditioning is set up to learn
more about it.
“I still have a very driven curiosity about how things work,”
Hill says.
A great example of this is an
anecdote he shares
about a past experiment in Crosby Hall that Hill
stumbled across.
The experiment
left behind a giant
stack of machinery, which still
sits there unused.
When Hill went to
the room to visit a
graduate student
who had her office inside it, he
couldn’t help but
wonder what it
was.
“I said to her
once, ‘What is
this stuff?’ She
never asked,” Hill says with a
look of bafflement on his face.
“She never asked what this great,
monstrous pile of machinery was.
I would have had to know right
away. Even though it has nothing to do with me. ‘What is this
thing?’”
Not much outweighs Hill’s curiosity, but one thing comes close:
his desire to inform the public,
refine opinions on energy reform
and fix current energy systems,
stemming from his love for improving the world around him.
“The whole world out there
says one of two things: It’s a conspiracy, all we got to do is find the
conspirators and fix it, and that’s
that,” Hill says in reference to
public opinion. “The other thing

is that there’s a technology that’s
going to fix it, and [what] we have
to do is develop that technology,
whether it’s wind or solar or whatever. Neither one of those things
are true. Technology is not going
to fix it. And the energy world is
simply too big for conspirators to
do anything. …
This idea that we
can blame it all on
some kind of conspiracy is wrong.
The conspiracy is
one of stupidity.”
Hill does his
own part in trying to change the
world a little at
a time. His own
house features a
variety of technological innovations — most of
which he designed
himself — including a “heat pump”
water heater that
uses one-fourth the
energy of a traditional one and a
large wood stove that is designed
to be as efficient as possible.
The house he’s sitting in was
built in the ’70s and features a
special floor designed to absorb
heat, solar panels that heat water
that then heats the house and a
massive array of special windows
designed to let as much heat in
as possible. The house is unoccupied, but Hill will give a tour
upon request.
In addition to all of his work in
energy, he rents a low-cost room
to two Ph.D. candidates from
China — a married couple — and
their child, along with the man’s
mother.
He began housing various
people from China decades ago,

when a business professor at
UMaine came to the school from
China. The man was, at that time,
more than likely the only nonwhite face on the whole campus,
Hill remembers. Needing a place
to stay, Hill and his wife opened
their home to the man. From then
on, Hill has hosted dozens of students from the country.
For Hill, everything stems
from the constant drive to have
interest and variety in his life, as
well as his drive to help others.
Over the years he has undertaken
more projects than he can remember. He has served as an expert
witness in numerous court cases
due to his extensive knowledge
of thermodynamics, helping the
state fire marshal solve a number
of cases where the cause of a fire
was contested.
The large heating pad on
which his tomato plants now sit
was, at one time, the cause of a
fire that ended in litigation. A
greenhouse worker had decided
to use it but kept the thermostat
too far away from where the heating device was. The result was a
fire that cost the man his greenhouse. Hill can’t remember who
won, but in the end he received
the heating pad. So far, Hill has
had no trouble using it.
Today he writes a column in
the weekly Ellsworth American,
is on the radio every weekend,
tinkers with countless objects and
ideas, and will help and converse
with anyone interested in what he
does. For him, it is just a part of
the legacy of a life he feels has
been lived to the fullest.
“I always tell people, I’ve done
everything I’ve ever wanted to do
in life — and three things I didn’t
want to do but did anyway,” Hill
says with a laugh.

Virgin Islands National Park
Hassle Island Sugar Plantation Ruins.”
Haley Richardson won first
place for her oral presentation
on her study of “Classroom
Realities: Traditionally and
Alternatively Certified Secondary Science Teachers’ Preparedness to Teach Students
with Disabilities.”
First place in the poster
category went to Shannon
Brown for her research project
on “Salinity Tolerance of the
Oyster Mudworm Polydora
websteri.”

on to help out with commencement.
“Another reason it’s taxing is a number of the athletic
personnel help out with gradu-

A silver lining, according to
Abbott is the fact that because
commencement is taking place
in the backdrop of the track
meet, some UMaine seniors

timing of their events, they
may be able to participate in
their graduation.”
It was also that closeness in
proximity that caused minor
problems in the past. With announcements constantly blaring over multiple loud speakers
at the America East track meet,
there have been issues in the
past with the sound disrupting
commencement speakers.
However, with the improvements made to the Alfond in
the fall, the updated heating,
ventilation and air conditioning system should take care of
those quarrels.
“I expect a wonderful day,”
Stormann said. “I haven’t seen
a bad commencement, and I’ve
been to 30 of them.”

Editor’s Note: Haley Richardson is a contributing photographer for The Maine
Campus.

Graduation
from A2

all the America East people up
there.”
Also helping ease the strain
is the fact that most of the track
meet spectators aren’t expected
until the award ceremony on
Sunday.
“As I understand it, Saturday
won’t be as intense as Sunday,”
Stormann said. “Saturday will
be light. There won’t be a lot of
spectators.”
An added complication the
coinciding events cause is the
personnel used. With graduation taking place in two buildings primarily used for athletics, that department is called

“I always
tell people
I’ve done
everything I’ve
ever wanted
to do in life
— and three
things I didn’t
want to do but
did anyway.”

“I expect a wonderful day. I haven’t
seen a bad commencement,
and I’ve been to 30 of them.”
Alan Stormann
Director
Parking and Transportation Services
ation, with it being at Alfond
Arena and the march starting
at the Field House,” Abbott
said. “The athletic people are
instrumental in helping out the
president’s office.”

University of Maine Briefs

M
Blood drive this week

The American Red Cross is holding a blood drive on Monday
and Tuesday in the New Balance Student Recreation and Fitness
Center. The drive will run from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days. Appointments can be made at 1-800-RED-CROSS or redcrossblood.
org. All who donate will receive a coupon for a free 6-inch Subway sandwich, and other prizes are planned.
Oozeball signups
Registration for Oozeball on Maine Day, a mud volleyball
fundraiser for Penobscot County Special Olympics organized by
Alpha Delta and the women’s ice hockey team, will run from
April 16 to 24. Representatives of the organizations will table
in the Memorial Union from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day. Teams
consist of four to six players, and the cost is $36 regardless of
team size. For more information, contact Nathan Galle or Kylie
Smith on FirstClass.

Move your Phi’t
Alpha Phi’s tenth annual 5K run and walk will be held on
April 22 at 11 a.m. Same-day registration, which will cost
$5, will take place at 10 a.m. at the Buchanan Alumni House.
Registration fees will be donated. The first male and female
runners to cross the finish line will be awarded a prize, and
free Subway sandwiches will be given to all those who finish
the race. For more information, contact Amber Mansfield on
FirstClass.
Faculty Night Out
The Panhellenic Council will hold its first Faculty Night
Out from 4 to 9 p.m. April 20 at the New Balance Student
Recreation Center. Faculty and staff members with children
between the ages of 4 and 11 years old can take advantage
of babysitting for the evening for a self-determined donation.
Snacks will be provided. Contact Kyle Brennan on FirstClass
to secure a spot or for more information.
Mall rally
A rally titled “Progress on the Mall: How to Create a Better
World” will be held on the UMaine mall starting at noon April
19 to show students’ opposition to rising student loan burdens,
militarism and poverty. The event is planned by the Maine
Peace Action Committee, the Student Women’s Association,
Students Action for Animal Rights Initiative, the Black Student Union and Sustainable Agriculture Enthusiasts. Music
and a fire will accompany an overnight campout, which all are
invited to attend.
2013 parking permits
Parking permits for the 2012-2013 academic year are now
available. They can be purchased at umaine.edu/parking.
Those wishing to purchase a permit online will need their
MaineStreet log-in information, vehicle registration, and a
credit or debit card. Permits can be picked up at the Parking Services office in the Doris Twitchell Allen Village before
May 5. Between May 5 and August 15, they will be mailed to
home addresses. After August 15, they will need to be picked
up in the DTAV office.
Veterans’ Range Day
The UMaine Veterans Association will host a Range Day
and barbecue from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 25 at the Orrington
Rod and Gun Club. All veterans are welcome. Lunch will be
provided, and weapons will be available. For more information, contact Nancy Laffin on FirstClass.

may be able to participate in
both events.
“This is a conflict we have
every year. In this case, it may
help some of these track athletes,” Abbott said. “With the

There are
only two
regular
issues of
The Maine
Campus
left, then
the super
special
Year in
Review.
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Toothpaste for Dinner

Crossword Puzzle

By Ryan North

Dinosaur Comics

www.qwantz.com

Across
1- It’s a wrap;
6- Snack in a shell;
10- Drinks (as a
cat);
14- HI hi;
15- Poet Pound;
16- A dish with
many ingredients;
17- Extra-terrestrial
being;
18- It’s got you
covered;
19- Commendably;
20- Seaport in S
Crimea;
22- Be of one mind;
23- Heating fuel;
24- Historic county
in E Scotland;
26- Actress Peeples;
29- Switch ending;
31- Genetic material;
32- Aries or Taurus;
33- Depilatory
brand;
34- Cash in;

FOREVER
FORWARD
GENTLY
GREATLY
HENCE
HIGH
HOMEWARD
HOWEVER
LITTLE
LONG
LOUDLY
MONTHLY
NEARBY
NEVER
NOWHERE
OFTEN
ONCE
PRESENTLY
QUICKLY
QUIETLY

QUITE
RARELY
RATHER
REALLY
SHORT
SLOWLY
SOFTLY
SOMETIMES
SOMEWHERE
SOON
THEN
THERE
TODAY
TOMORROW
UPWARD
WEEKLY
WISELY
YESTERDAY

Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid.
The remaining letters spell a hidden message.

Sudoku Puzzle
• Each row must have
numbers 1 - 9 in any order
but each digit can only
appear once.
• Each column must have
numbers 1 - 9 in any order
but each digit can only
appear once.
• Each 3x3 box must have
numbers 1 - 9 in any order
but each digit can only
appear once.
There is only one
correct answer.
Difficulty level: Easy

Sudoku puzzles provided by sudoku.name. Used with permission.

• • • • Horoscopes • • • •

Well you’re in college you really should.

ACROSS
AGAIN
AHEAD
ALMOST
ALREADY
ALSO
ALWAYS
ANYWHERE
APART
AWAY
BACK
BEFORE
BEHIND
BELOW
BRISKLY
DOWN
EARLY
EASILY
FAST
FIRST

38- Eastern nanny;
40- Become an exparrot?;
42- Canadian gas
brand;
43- Flowering;
46- Goddess and
sister of Ares in
Greek mythology;
49- Loss leader?;
50- CD forerunners;
51- Sled;
52- Charged particle;
53- Small fish;
57- Voting-pattern
predictor;
59- Commerce;
60- Gus McRae’s
occupation in
“Lonesome Dove”;
65- Architect Saarinen;
66- Prefix with
meter;
67- Angry;
68- Again;
69- Defense grp.

Word Search
Word search courtesy of word-game-world.com

What?! I didn’t know
that was an adverb!

Answer key in sports

http://www.toothpastefordinner.com

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com. Used with permission.

By Drew

since 1949;
70- Taboos;
71- Mend with rows
of stitches;
72- Ollie’s partner;
73- Huge;
Down
1- Swedish auto;
2- ___ breve;
3- Agitate;
4- Lots;
5- Durable yellow
fabric;
6- Resembling a
monster;
7- Northern arm of
the Black Sea;
8- Frog sound;
9- Bumbler;
10- C or D, for
example;
11- Olds model;
12- Heaps;
13- Mends a shoe;
21- Zhivago’s love;
22- Actress Heche;
25- Discount rack

abbr.;
26- Final Four org.;
27- Metrical foot;
28- Asian sea;
30- Bay window;
35- Actor Morales;
36- This, in Tijuana;
37- Complain;
39- Limitation;
41- Outburst;
44- Mayberry moppet;
45- AOL alternative;
47- ___ Rhythm;
48- Marketing;
53- Lieu;
54- Boxing venue;
55- Less common;
56- Acclaim;
58- Vive ___!;
61- Kofi ___ Annan;
62- “Give that ____
cigar!”;
63- Lots and lots;
64- Hotbed;
66- Ques. response;

Madame
Mysterio

Aries - March 21 to April 20 - You’re already planning ahead for the
fun the summer holds, dead-set on avoiding last season’s lulls; however,
now isn’t the time to be dreaming of dunes and dames. You’re going to
have an awful summer no matter what, so get back to the books.
Taurus - April 21 to May 21 - Now’s the time to look forward and resist the urge to look behind you. It’s too late to turn your grades around,
and your lackluster performance will hound you until next fall, so just
keep denying your failure and keep on keeping on..
Gemini - May 22 to June 21- Your spring cleaning and preening has
caught the eye of that new guy or gal, and your burning desire may not
be easy to quell. Quell it. They feel more attacked than attracted by your
updated appearance, and you might want to go back to your old
look.
Cancer - June 22 to July 22 - Your ability for focus and single-mindedness impress all those hoping to take a narrower view of their problems.
The length of time you’ve been ignoring the work needed to have a
beach body is astounding.
Leo - July 23 to Aug. 22 - The bounty of spring is welling forth from
the land, and the aroma of the year’s first flowers is intoxicating to the
senses, though there is an underlying stench. Is that smell the mill? No.
It’s you. Go shower.
Virgo - Aug. 23 to Sept. 23 - Your character and actions attract people
of the highest quality. It’s called an intervention, and they’re here because they love you.
Libra - Sept. 24 to Oct. 23 - An opportunity requiring a big decision
will present itself to you, and you will need to use foresight to decide
which track to take in tackling the choice. It’s definitely time to throw
out those old clothes you still think are in style.
Scorpio - Oct. 24 to Nov. 22 - A new love has been consuming your
attention lately to the detriment of your other responsibilities, but with
the right effort, you can get your life back on track. We can’t say the
same for your waistline.
Sagittarius - Nov. 23 to Dec. 21 - A big move is coming up for you,
and you would be prudent to start planning before time runs out.
We’re surprised you can lift forks with that much food on them, let
alone move them to your mouth.
Capricorn - Dec 22. to Jan. 20 - A deeply guarded secret will be revealed in the coming week, and containing the fallout will require some
scrambling. In the future, be more careful about letting people see you
without make-up on.
Aquarius - Jan. 21 to Feb. 19 - Newfound energy will help you in
the coming days when you’re presented with unexpected snags in the
normal fabric of your day. You might as well let those snags turn to rips
and get some new fabric so your life won’t be so meaningless.
Pisces - Feb. 20 to March 20 Your self-reflective nature is a blessing in evaluating the trajectory of
your life and in analyzing past mistakes in order to avoid future missteps. Seems like you aren’t exercising that talent lately, as you’re missteping every day your feet don’t take you to the gym.
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Literacy at large
as fourth-grade
reading level dips

R

emember when you could go anywhere and be anyone?
Could you ever forget going twice as high as a butterfly in
the sky just by cracking open a book?
The wonder of reading transplanted itself into our generation just as
that quirky bespectacled worm burrowed deep inside the schoolteacher’s apple — it got to us while we were young and fresh and it made
a permanent home in our developing minds from the dawn of grade
school.
Such were the Reading Rainbow, Roald Dahl days of glory — when
youngsters transformed into brainy schoolgirls trumping Trunchbulls,
or orphan boys navigating giant peaches alongside crews of affable insects.
We can all look back at the experience of reading our first books,
without the bumpers of parents and teachers, with the same fondness as
for that first kiss or that moment when we peddled our bikes for the first
time liberated of training wheels.
Unfortunately, according to a study conducted by the National Assessment of Education Progress and reported Sunday by the Bangor
Daily News, the fourth-grade national reading level is currently 32 percent, and Maine, unlike in years past, has dropped to stand dead even
with that grim statistic.
As it appears, those first-time memories for today’s grade-schoolers
are coming around far too late or not at all in the realm of literature.
Maine had once established itself as one of the best states in the
country with regards to reading ability. In 1994, approximately 41 percent of fourth-graders were at that grade reading level or higher.
Compared with the rest of the nation, then at 28 percent, that number
was fairly impressive. It was so grand, in fact, that the Maine Development Foundation projected the state would reach 50 percent by 2015.
With the cuts to education and the tumultuous economic climate as
of late, reading isn’t getting the kind of attention it deserves. Whereas
the Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Education coalition is being touted heavily by higher-ups in Maine — and
for good reason, no doubt — it’s still imperative to promote linguistics
with an equal vigor.
After all, you can’t work through a math problem if you’re unable
to read the question. Thus, organizations such as STEM should place
more emphasis on reading at the lower grade-levels to further their own
incentives for the future.
We can be a state driven by vocation and more logical disciplines,
but without literacy, Maine’s children will literally be getting nowhere
fast.
What good are STEMs without reading roots? Without importance
placed upon literacy, all this state will have is a bunch of holes and
fewer characters like Stanley Yelnats to dig them.
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Readers speak: Outstanding web commentary
Brother Bob skeptical of Sigma Nu
situation, punishment too severe
As a University of Maine and Sigma
Nu alum, I was disappointed when I heard
of the closing of my old house.
Fortunately, one of the current brothers who had a front row seat is as close to
me as my own son. So, I decided to give
him a call to get the real story.
All the public knows is that these
two girls were “found intoxicated at the
house.” What hasn’t been released is how
these girls got into a closed private party
and what events led to the brothers calling the campus police.
Obviously a police report was filed
that includes statements from the Sigma Nu brothers, toxicology results, etc.
So, what’s in it, and why hasn’t it been
made public? — with names redacted, of
course.
From what I was told, the girls in
question were so incoherent when they
were found they could barely talk, let
alone give anyone a viable account of
the events of the day. Consequently, the
guilt-by-association mindset and a rush
to judgment have ensued.
The university should commend these
young men for doing the right thing and
saving the lives of those girls when they
could have easily tossed out these party
crashers and left them to fend for themselves.
Unfortunately, this is exactly what will
happen should another fraternity be faced
with the same situation.
BobSaccomano
Responding to “‘Bond of brotherhood’
key to restoring fraternities’ reputation,”
April 12, 2012
GAPs graphic imagery gets unfortunate rise out of everyone
It seems unfortunate to me that the
use of graphic imagery elicited the exact
response, at least in some cases, that the
Genocide Awareness Project intended.
Instead of provoking thoughtful questions, these images and the tactics in
general created a hostile environment
for everyone — and I don’t think anyone
can disagree with that. But then again,
it seems obvious to me that GAP wasn’t
here for thoughtful debate, although they
may claim otherwise.
An all-or-nothing attitude or a propaganda campaign leaves no room for rational discussion. And, to be honest, I’m
going to assume a rational discussion
isn’t exactly what they wanted. Compromise doesn’t seem to be in the Genocide
Awareness Project’s dictionary, but I
could be wrong.

All in all, it makes me sad and disappointed. If we could ignore them and have
a real discussion amongst ourselves, if
they could elicit that much in a meaningful sense, I wouldn’t mind them so much.
But when the message is designed to polarize the student body, to foster intractable disagreement instead of discussion
and shock us into submission, instead of
inviting us to question our own beliefs, I
want nothing to do with it.
Don’t mistake me: I welcome dialogue
with those who have strong beliefs, and I
respect their right to share their beliefs. I
don’t welcome someone who attempts to
hijack my capacity to think for myself, no
matter what method they use.
Ezra
Responding to “Anti-abortion group
Genocide Awareness Project riles emotions at UMaine,” April 9, 2012
A GAP defense: From the mouths of
professed unborn babes
As one of the organizers of CBR’s
Genocide Awareness Project nationally, I
wanted to respond to this editorial.
First of all, you are so right about the
most important aspect of our campaign.
You used these words to describe abortion: obscene, gory, an abandonment of
basic human decency and vulgar. Bingo.
Abortion is all of those things.
I have one question for you: If abortion
is such a great thing for society and for
women, why do pictures of it make you
so angry?
You talk about all of the “damage”
that was done. What damage can it do for
people to consider the uncomfortable facts
about abortion: that the pre-born child is
a living human being, even in the first trimester of pregnancy; that abortion is an act
of violence that tears arms and legs off the
body of the pre-born child; that pre-born
children have been denied legal rights of
personhood — that’s what the Supreme
Court did in 1973, based on an arbitrary
developmental criterion (i.e., trimesters).
The court did the same thing in 1857,
when it declared that blacks were “subordinate and inferior” beings; that perpetrators of mass injustice usually justify their
actions by asserting that their victims are
less than human.
The Nazis called their victims rats, pigs
and vermin … untermensch. We all know
the language used to dehumanize black
people in this country. What about the preborn? If she’s a wanted pre-born child, it’s
called a baby; if she’s an unwanted preborn child, she’s called an embryo, fetus,
blob of tissue, mass of cells, parasite, “potential” life, etc.

You talk about damage done. What
damage has been done to students at the
University of Maine that can compare to
a baby having her arms and legs torn off
her body? You say people were attacked.
How? By showing them pictures of what
is euphemistically called “medical waste”?
Really?
If you have any evidence that any cultural group was attacked, verbally or otherwise, we’d all like to hear it.
Otherwise, we must assume you are
making an unsubstantiated accusation
with no facts to back it up.
You say there are other methods, but if
you have anything new to suggest, we are
all ears. Our methods actually come from
social reformers like William Wilberforce,
Thomas Clarkson, Lewis Hine and Martin
Luther King Jr.
All of them used pictures to help skeptical people understand the humanity of the
victims and the inhumanity of the crime.
In fact, our entire operating principle
comes from the King family. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “America will never reject racism until America sees racism.”
It was pictures of black men and women being attacked with dogs and water
cannons — pictures shown on TV and in
magazines — that made people realize
segregation was much worse than they
imagined. His niece, Alveda King, now
says that, in the same way, “America will
never reject abortion until America sees
abortion.”
That’s why we show it to them. And to
you. We won’t stop until the killing stops.
You talk about decency. What is decent
about killing a baby before she is born?
What is decent about lying to women
about the babies inside them? What is decent about pressuring a woman to have sex
and then threatening to abandon her if she
will not kill the child?
Our message is not to assign guilt, but
when the men’s role comes up, I am reminded that Susan B. Anthony once said,
“ ... thrice guilty is he who ... drove her to
the desperation which impelled her to the
crime!”
You say GAP cast a dark shadow on
the mall. Can it be that an injustice that
kills 1.2 million of our children every year
casts a dark shadow on our entire country?
If you have arguments to tell us why it is
OK to kill a living human being before
she is born, now would be a good time to
make those arguments.
Ad hominem attacks are no substitutes
for reasoned arguments.
FletcherArmstrongBlog
Responding to “GAP gore fest brings
out worst for all involved,” April 12,
2012

The attitudes and views expressed in the opinion section are those of their authors only
and do not necessarily represent the views of The Maine Campus or its staff.
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Awake your inner activist: Join Columnist: GAP’s hyperbolic
MPAC for ‘better world’ event
crusade against women
warrants only contempt
By becoming informed and by joining
the bigger movement of change that includes many inspired individuals, I have
become confident that change is possible
and I, with my voice and actions, can
contribute in very real ways to this process.

DANieL K. WHiTe

On April 19, the Maine Peace Action Committee, along
with other socially and environmentally concerned groups,
will hold an all-day and all-night camp-out event called
Progress on the Mall.
The theme of the event is “How to Create a Better
World.” The purpose is for MPAC and the other groups to
engage with the community regarding the issues and projects we work on, all of which aim for peace and justice.
On the morning of April 19 we will begin to set up our
tents and information stations. At noon we will have a
rally on the mall, lasting until 1:30 or 2 p.m. The focus
of this rally is the same as the entire event — to voice our
opposition to the injustices that affect us all and in which
we share a degree of responsibility as citizens of our community.
There will be a diverse set of issues voiced at the rally,
ranging from student debt to environmental destruction.
At 4 p.m. there will be a model conflict resolution circle.
In the evening we will have a fire and then camp out in
tents. All are welcome to join us for any and all of these
events.
Throughout the day, MPAC and the other groups will
engage with the University of Maine community about
our focused-on issues. MPAC will be spreading informational materials and engaging in dialogue about student
debt, militarism, poverty and how to live nonviolently as a
means to oppose injustice.
For MPAC, this will be an opportunity to connect some
of the issues that affect all of us here at the university.

For instance, we have information showing how about
50 percent of our federal tax money goes to the military and
how a few corporations benefit from this and have a strong
influence on our government to continue military policy that
demands the ongoing creation of the tools of warfare.
Alongside the problem of massive military spending is
the reality of massive student debt: On average, an indebted
student at a public university — and that’s about two-thirds
of us — has about $30,000 of debt.
We can see how it’s unjust that the military corporations
exert such a huge sphere of influence on government spending and foreign policy, especially since it results in the destruction of life abroad and the deprivation of human needs,
like education, here at home.
This is a day of opposing injustices. Injustices remain in
a society until enough ordinary citizens like us become engaged in rallying for change. Becoming informed is a part of
the process of opposition.
We hope to empower people by inviting them into the
process of understanding what is happening in our society:
What are the causes of the many issues we face? Who benefits most? Who is responsible? How do the issues affect us?
What can we do to change the situation?
These are questions MPAC explores as a group. We are
by no means experts on these issues, but we are committed
to learning more about them so we may be more effective in
working for change.
Becoming engaged in the process of change is an empowering feeling — a feeling of doing what is right.
Before I became an activist, I felt cynical about the state
of affairs in the world. By becoming informed and by joining
the bigger movement of change that includes many inspired
individuals, I have become confident that change is possible
and I, with my voice and actions, can contribute in very real
ways to this process.
I hope on Thursday we can help others become a part of
this process so they, too, may feel hopeful, connected and
inspired.
Daniel K. White is a graduate student working toward a
master’s degree in liberal studies.

HOPE Festival finds worthy beacon in
America’s leading voice, Bill McKibben
Jim FRiCk
The annual HOPE Festival is all about groups and individ- Since then, the two men have crossed paths numerous times,
uals working at the grassroots level for environmental quality, including at last year’s University of Maine at Farmington
peace and social justice.
graduation, where they both received honorary degrees.
That makes the featured speaker for this year, author and
McKibben is in great demand as a speaker. He said his talk
activist Bill McKibben, a perfect choice.
at the HOPE Festival will be much like the message he brings
McKibben has often been called America’s leading voice to audiences throughout the country — a call to mobilize
on environmental issues, particularly climate change. He against corporate power.
was one of the very first people to raise awareness of climate
“We need to build a real movement if we have any hope
change with his 1989 book, “The End of Nature” — one of of matching the financial might of the fossil fuel industry,”
12 he has written.
McKibben said. “They’ve got more money than we could
But McKibben has done more than write about climate ever match, so we need some different currencies to work
change; he has been directly involved in motivating people in — spirit, passion, creativity. And sometimes, we need to
throughout the world to act on their concerns.
spend our bodies.”
During summer 2006, McKibben helped coordinate a 5But while he stresses the importance of grassroots action,
mile walk across Vermont to demand action on global warm- McKibben says work at the local level needs to be coupled
ing. That walk was the
with work at the nalargest climate change
tional and global levMcKibben is in great demand as a speaker.
demonstration in Amerels.
He said his talk at the HOPE Festival
ica to date.
“Otherwise climate
will be much like the message he brings to
In 2007 he founded
change will simply
audiences throughout the country — a call
stepitup07.org to get
overwhelm whatever
citizens to demand that
good stuff we’re doto mobilize against corporate power.
Congress take action on
ing close to home,”
carbon emissions. That
he said. “In Vermont,
effort spurred more than 1,400 demonstrations in all 50 states. we learned that last year, when record rainfall simply washed
Several years ago he founded 350.org, which has coordinated away much of our best local agricultural infrastructure.”
15,000 rallies in 189 countries since 2009.
McKibben’s talk is scheduled for noon. Other featured acJust this past November, he helped lead demonstrations in tivities will include a performance by Timbered Lake, Music
Washington, D.C., against the tar sands oil pipeline. During for Mother Earth at 2 p.m. and by Innana, Sisters in Rhythm
14 days of sit-ins near the White House, he and 1,400 other at 3 p.m. In addition, scores of groups will be represented at
demonstrators were arrested.
the event.
“I don’t think there’s a more successful activist in the
McKibben’s theories are worthy of consideration by all.
world today,” said artist Robert Shetterly, who will introduce We can all learn from this agent of change.
McKibben at the HOPE Festival and the person responsible
The event, sponsored by the Peace and Justice Center of
for bringing McKibben to the festival.
Eastern Maine, will take place April 21 at the University of
“To me, he’s an ideal model of what a ‘people’s’ leader Maine’s New Balance Student Recreation Center. The festival
should be — the antidote to the corporate leaders that our po- doors will open at 11 a.m. and activities will continue until 4
litical parties give us.”
p.m on April 21. All who are able should attend.
Shetterly’s admiration for McKibben led him to include the
environmental author and activist in his book of 50 portraits
Jim Frick is the former editor of the Maine Alumni magatitled “Americans Who Tell the Truth.” While working on the zine and is currently on the executive board of the Sierra Club,
portrait, Shetterly traveled to McKibben’s home in Vermont. Maine.
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Gap. Overpriced clothing made
by sweatshop laborers in India? Try
again.
A space between two things? Getting warmer.
Gap between neuronal firings?
Gap between critical thought and
unquestioning subservience of the
mind? Almost there.
Gap between respecting the rights
of women and presenting grossly inappropriate, sexist and skewed images of “genocide”?
Cher monsieur, I think we have a
winner.
Enter the Genocide Awareness
Project, or GAP, the anti-choice
group headquartered in Lake Forest, Calif., that graced the University of Maine with its presence this
past week, a presence sponsored by
UMaine’s very own student group
Life Support.
GAP is now remembered on campus as the few males — you know,
the sex devoid of any semblance of
female genitalia — who forced up
billboard-sized graphic images of
bloody fetuses draped over dimes for
all to see.
So as not to forget a valuable member of their group, I must mention
their token “I’ve-had-an-abortion”
anti-choice woman, who declared to
a captive student audience that she
has actually had four abortions.
I think she and I can both agree
that there’s certainly an issue, but
one that doesn’t exactly work in her
favor.
Now, for those who were fortunate
enough to miss the exposé, allow me
to recreate the setting.
Darius Hardwick, the frontman
of this appalling exhibit, stood atop
a pedestal in front of the crowd, assuming only a slight demeanor of
elitism. Ah, mon cher, at such height
the fall was inevitable.
As a female passerby, I felt only
moderately judged as I looked up into
the eyes of the one without a uterus.
And the laughter in the background
was of the very faintest nature.
Furthermore, Hardwick’s eyes
sparkled with a loving condemnation, so I considered the colossal images of dismembered fetuses looming
over me to be only slightly offensive
to my sex and pro-choice stance.
Isn’t it interesting how the male
can do whatever he pleases, but
the female must live with the consequence? Only the female is left

with the decision between “right
and wrong.” How convenient, and
how fortunate that all of these Mary
Magdalenes have men to guide them
along their moral path. May we wash
your feet, Darius?
Furthermore, I find it incredibly
confounding that groups such as
GAP expend an inordinate amount
of time and energy fighting against
women’s rights for a fetus the size of
a dime.
GAP, if you’re unequivocally
pro-life, why don’t you shift your
focus to that of post-birth abortions,
instead? — When the fetus is significantly larger than a coin hosting
FDR’s shrunken head, and the effects
are considerably more alarming?
You forget the soldier abroad with
a family, with a fiancé, with a future.
Instead, you liken pro-choicers to
Hutu extremists, massacring Tutsi

Isn’t it interesting how
the male can do whatever
he pleases, but the
female must live with
the consequence? Only
the female is left with
the decision between
“right and wrong.”
civilians. You liken your crusade to
that of Martin Luther King Jr.’s. Can
I get a holler for hyperbole?
GAP, you are delusional. You not
only mislead the public, but you also
show blatant disregard for the millions who have actually witnessed
genocide. Real genocide.
When a 16-year-old girl has unprotected sex and opts for an abortion because she knows she can’t be
a mother — as she’s barely surviving
being a child, and she doesn’t want a
child to end up in the system — this
doesn’t equate to Hitler’s extermination of over 6 million Jews or Stalin’s
Soviet Famine, when one-sixth of the
entire population of Ukraine starved
to death.
This doesn’t compare to racial
oppression, war, rebel armies shooting mothers execution-style and then
snatching their orphaned boys and
teaching them the ways of the machine gun.
Nice try.
So, GAP, in your hyperbolic attempts to liken a woman’s right to
choose to a massacre of humankind,
after holding a magnifying glass to
our eyes until you locate some semblance of a supposed speck, it’s time
to get down from your pedestal of
distorted cubist morality and locate
your own plank. As the laughter
continues to haunt you all the way
down.
Erin McCann is a fourth-year biology student. Her columns appear
every Monday.
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Who wants to feel
beary important?
He does . . . do you?
Work for The Maine Campus.

Open Positions
for 2012-2013
• Distribution
Manager

You’d be in charge of making sure
the campus and community get
The Campus every day, every spot.

• Production
Manager

You’d be The Campus’ chief print
designer and creative spirit. And get
to design ads like this.

• Multimedia
Director

You’d lead The Campus firmly into
a new storytelling frontier, melding
video, audio and social media into
a unique, user-friendly online
experience for our loyal readers.

• Reporters
News, Style, Sports, Video

Our writers are on the front lines of
happenings on, around and
relating to campus.

All staff positions are salaried.
If interested, send a resume and cover letter to Michael Shepherd
and Jesse Scardina on FirstClass.
Photo courtesy of Nick J Webb via Twitter.com
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Local favorites Restless
Groove have spent the last
few months in Portland, but
they returned to the area this
weekend to host a CD release
party for their new EP, “Restless Groove EP,” at Kingman’s
in Old Town.
Admission for the event
was $5, which covered both
access to the upstairs stage
where the band performed and
a copy of the EP, a 5-track
disc. The band was also selling T-shirts.
Restless Groove took the
stage at about 11 p.m. and
began their set with the five
songs from the EP.
The group — composed of
Peter Gerard on guitar and vocals, Justin Michaud on drums

and vocals, Ryan Kirkpatrick
on guitar, Geoff DeBree on
saxophone, keyboards and vocals, and Josh Bernier on bass
and vocals — played in their
signature progressive jamrock style and had the crowd
excited early.
As they were playing the
end of one of their songs, Gerard held his drink in the air
and the audience responded
in kind with added cheering.
When the song was done, he
said, “F--- you guys are cool,”
which riled the audience up
even more.
After performing the songs
from the EP, Restless Groove
dipped into their back catalog and jammed on their older
songs.
Gerard said the band was
See Groove Release on B3
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go!
Exhibits: “Moments
Abstracted,” “Vanished
Into Stitches,” “Slab
Waltz”
UMMA
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

By Kayla Riley

Restless Groove
hosts CD release
party at Kingman’s

‘Mr. Universe’
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Drag Show concludes Pride Week
performed as drag king Papa New
Guinea.
The Memorial Union transformed
One of the more memorable perforfrom meeting place and eatery to an mances was that of professional queen
elaborate runway surrounded by people Violencia, who has been featured in the
waiting to be wowed by professional UMaine Drag Show in previous years.
and student drag queens and kings alike She stepped out from behind the curtain
for the University of Maine Drag Show with an elaborate ’60s hairdo, holding
on Saturday night, which concluded a wide piece of fabric in front of her as
Pride Week.
“Good Morning Baltimore” from the
As seats were taken and the area sur- musical “Hairspray” began to play.
rounding the runway became standing
When the vocals of the song began,
room only, music filled the air as the Violencia dropped the cloth and strutted
lights lowered to welcome professional down the runway in refined schoolgirl
drag queen Des O’Deria, who emceed attire, reminiscent of Tracy Turnblad
the majority of the show.
herself. A can of hairspray acted as
She quickly had the crowd laugh- a perfect prop for the plucky perforing and the energy running high as she mance.
cracked jokes and asked provocative
A series of student performances
questions.
opened the three-hour show, including
“Pride Week is a celebration of
an exciting piece featuring Charleston
our differences, as well
Snapdragon McFisticuffs, known to
as our similarities,”
most as Lindsey Miller, a fourthsaid Kelsey Flynn,
year environmental and ecofourth-year seclogical sciences student and
ondary eduvice president of Wilde
cation stuStein.
dent and
Miller sported artisticaltreasurer
ly applied facial hair and a
of Wilde
furry horned hat, and was
Stein, who
accompanied by the myslater
terious performer Sex
Robot.
“I’ve been obsessed
with drag queens since
my first show,” she
said. “It takes an incredible amount of charisma,
uniqueness, nerve and
talent to get up on a
stage as the opposite sex
and perform in front of
hundreds of people. I
have a lot of fun as my
drag persona and I do
things that my normal
female self wouldn’t,
including dancing in a
Speedo with a cucumber in it in front of my
peers.”
The show took on a
serious tone when Des O’Deria
asked the crowd if they or any of
their friends had ever suffered
bullying, or known anyone who
committed suicide as a result of
being bullied.
“Never feel like you are
alone, because you are not,”
she said.
Des O’Deria then invited
the crowd to sing along to
the following song, “HalChristie Edwards • Staff Photographer
lelujah,” and to think about

Comedy Review

Lidral Duo
Union Central
4:15 p.m.
Trivia Night
Woodman’s Bar and Grill
9 p.m.
21+
Tuesday, April 17
Exhibits: “Moments
Abstracted,” “Vanished
Into Stitches,” “Slab
Waltz”
UMMA
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Skylase: Pink Floyd,
Dark Side of the Moon
Maynard F. Jordan
Planetarium
7 p.m.
$4

those who were affected by bullying. The crowd fell quiet as the
song played and Bex Hickman,
coordinator of GLBT services, and
Michael Carillo, who performed
that night as Barbara Straightman,
silently held the pride flag for all to
see on stage.
Looking like a majestic butterfly in pink tulle wings that
spanned over the audience’s
heads, UMaine student performer Amanda Fondle took to
the stage singing Kelly Clarkson’s “Breakaway.”
Fondle later explained with a
hint of sadness that it was her ninth
and final show at UMaine, and it is
tradition for retiring queens to perform “Breakaway” as their last
number.
Des O’Deria broke out of her
emcee role for a few numbers,
including Cher’s “You Haven’t
Seen the Last of Me,” for which
she wore a sparkly black dress
and easily brought the attitude
See Drag Show on B2

Percussion Ensemble
Minsky Recital Hall
7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
$7, free w/MaineCard
Skylase: Pink Floyd, The
Wall
Maynard F. Jordan
Planetarium
8 p.m.
$4
Wednesday, April 18
Karaoke Night
Woodman’s Bar and Grill
10 p.m.
21+

A more comprehensive list
of postings is available at
mainecampus.com/calendar.
To submit your event, invite
calendar@mainecampus.com
via iCal or Google Calendar.

Gibb in critical condition
Bee Gees brother Robin in coma; singer key part of disco era and music history
Column
Many of you will probably
recognize Robin Gibb thanks
to Justin Timberlake’s portrayal of
him
on
“Saturday Night
Live,”
but music fans
the world
o v e r
know him
as a mem- How I Hear It
ber of the
By Derrick
Bee Gees,
Rossignol
a band he
formed
with his brothers, Barry and
Maurice, that revolutionized
disco music.
For music fans — and anybody with a heart — some sad
news recently came to international attention. Gibb is currently in a coma and “fighting

for his life,” according to an reer and left a lasting impres- in 1977 they became icons,
Associated Press story.
sion on the musical world.
branded as the face of the hotUnfortunately, this isn’t
The Bee Gees first came test genre of the time. Although
Gibb’s first health scare. In to worldwide prominence in never reaching that level of
fact, he’s had several in the the mid-’60s as a psychedelic success again, the group was
past few years.
rock and folk band that was already understood to be one
On August 18, 2010, he was heralded as the “next Bea- of the all-time greats.
rushed to the hospital to have tles.” The band made a good
Although I wasn’t part of
surgery on a blocked intestine, living, pumping out listenable the music listening public of
the same condition that killed albums that people seemed to the disco era, I do have some
Maurice in 2003. In Novem- enjoy, but it wasn’t until 1975 fond memories of Gibb and
ber 2011, he
his brothers.
revealed
he
I remember
had been didriving around
agnosed with
with my cousBy the time they released the soundtrack
liver
cancer
ins a few years
to the iconic disco flick “Saturday Night
months earlier.
back when we
Fever” in 1977 they became icons, branded
His condition
started playing
escalated to the
the Bee Gees
as the face of the hottest genre of the time
point
where
classic “Tragehis wife redy.” It was one
fused to leave
of the catchier
his bedside.
that they became a phenom- things I had ever heard, and
His family is once again by enon.
although we were ironically
his bed as Gibb lies unconTheir
album,
“Main enjoying the song as a novscious in a hospital in Chelsea, Course,” was their first stab at elty because of the high notes
England. Hopefully his time disco, and it grew on people. Barry hit and held for seconds
has not yet come, but if it has, By the time they released the and seconds, I went home and
the 62-year-old can pass away soundtrack to the iconic disco
See Gibb on B3
knowing he had a fruitful ca- flick “Saturday Night Fever”

B2
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Ripping DVDs Monroe charms royalty in flick
economical fix ‘Showgirl’ production riddled with problems due to star, film impresses regardless
for space woes
with a digital file of your DVD
that can be played with any video
player, including iTunes.
I am a man who loves his movPerhaps the greatest feature is
ies, so the hardest part of moving the amount of control you have
to a minuscule dorm was realizing over your video files. If you are
I
would
savvy and want to go beyond
not be able
the presets, there is a wealth of
bring my
customization you can dive into.
stacks of
Frame rates, subtitles and audio
DVDs.
encoding ensure that all but the
In tomost motivated tech heads will
day’s technever run out of options.
Once you have your video file,
nological
you can simply leave it. If you are
landscape,
anything like me, though, an ugly
the soluvideo file just will not do. At first,
tion to this
University
I manually input all of the necesproblem
Productivity
sary meta data, or information,
is simple:
r i p p i n g By Harold Lyons like the name and year that you
DVDs.
see in iTunes.
As
a
But meticulously scrounging
small disclaimer, ripping physi- the Internet for actors, chapter
cal media has always been a legal titles and artwork was exhausting.
gray area. Don’t rip other people’s After a little research, I stumbled
movies and don’t distribute your upon MetaX.
files, and you should be fine. The
MetaX is as simple to use
key word there is “should” — I as Handbrake. Select the video
take no responsibility for your le- file you want to find info for and
gal woes.
search for the title in the database.
There are a multitude of pro- The list will provide a number of
grams that allow you to rip and choices. Select the info you want
encode DVDs, but there is one from each individual source to
that stands out in terms of usabil- cobble together your perfect file.
ity, simplicity and attractiveness. Click “write” and your video file
I have been using Handbrake for will be tagged with all of your
choices. Now,
many
years,
when the file is
and I don’t see
stored in iTunes
myself
ever
switching.
or
Windows
Not only is ripping
Once you
Media Center,
DVDs convenient, it is you have an athave
downloaded the free
tractive video
simple. Do yourself a
program, the
with all the necfavor — instead of
rest of the proessary info.
Now that
cess is simply carrying around a folder
you
have the
to select some
of discs from the ’90s,
video tagged
presets. In the
start using Handbrake with the neces“source” menu,
sary info, all
you select your
DVD. The prothat is left to do
is watch it. Ungram scans the
DVD and chooses the title of the less you change the preset, Handbrake encodes by default into the
movie.
On the right-hand side of the MP4 format. It just so happens
screen, options are available to that the MP4 is used in most mooptimize your video for a number bile devices, including iPhones
of devices, including iPhones and and iPads. Convenient, huh?
iPads. Select the desired output
Depending on the quality you
and hit “start.”
are encoding, these files can take
If you select “iPhone,” you up quite a bit of space. If you store
will get a file that has great qual- all of your movies on your laptop,
ity for the small screen size, while you are going to run out of space
also having a low file size so it quickly. I would invest in an exdoesn’t take up too much space. ternal hard drive to store your vidTake note — if you play a video eos, so you can carry your entire
file optimized for the iPhone on an library on the space of a single
HDTV, the video will look grainy DVD case.
because of its low resolution.
Not only is ripping DVDs conDepending on your processor venient, it is simple. Do yourself
and the size of the file, it should a favor — instead of carrying
take approximately two hours to around a folder of discs from the
rip and encode, but you are left ’90s, start using Handbrake.
Column

In light of the behind-thescenes action of “The Prince
and the Showgirl” that the
bulk of the recent film “My
Week With Marilyn” is based
on — and the fact that I only
have
a
few short
weeks left
to grace
t h e s e
p a g e s
with impassioned
Marilyn
Monroe
propag a n d a The Reel Deal
By Kayla Riley
— here it
goes.
R e leased in 1957 and met with
mixed reviews, “The Prince
and the Showgirl” solidified
Monroe as a difficult actress
but one who would prove herself well worth the trouble.
Grandduke Charles, played
by old-Hollywood powerhouse
Laurence Olivier — who also
directed the film — hails from
the fictitious country of Carpathia and is visiting London
for the coronation of the new
British king. While there, he
meets Elsie, an alluring American played by Monroe, and
he impulsively invites her to

the embassy for dinner.
Week with Marilyn,” I recom- the temperamental and trying
To Charles’ surprise, El- mend seeing “The Prince and Monroe: “She’s a true artist,
sie charms the guests beyond the Showgirl” first. While Mi- a charming person and has a
belief and even receives an chelle Williams as Marilyn is quality of innocence, pathos
invitation from the Queen an absolute delight and roles and sex which can’t be equaled
Dowager, played by Sybil filled by Judi Dench, Kenneth by any other performer.”
Thorndike, to be a lady-in- Branagh and Eddie Redmayne
Though the production of
waiting on the upcoming cor- are marvelous, the film rush- “The Prince and the Showonation day. As one can easily es along quite a bit. A little girl” almost drove Olivier into
guess, Charles and Elsie fall background information pro- retirement, Monroe’s remarkfor each other despite the odds vided by the source material able efforts are evident, and
and a dramatic whirlwind ro- couldn’t hurt.
Olivier’s frustration translated
mance ensues.
Monroe is not at her come- into pure passion on screen,
When the film was being dic best here, and, at times, it resulting in an unforgettable
shot in London, Monroe was is clear that she was suffer- film.
married to playwright Arthur ing serious personal issues
Two years later, Monroe
Miller. “The Prince and the behind the scenes. However, went on to star in “Some Like
Showgirl”
It Hot,” one
was originally
of her most
intended to be
famous films.
a musical, but
She died unReleased in 1957 and met with mixed
Miller advised
expectedly
her against it
three
years
reviews, “The Prince and the Showgirl”
and the songs
later in 1962
were dropped. solidified Monroe as a difficult actress but one — a life cut
D e s p i t e who would prove herself well worth the trouble cruelly short,
Miller’s wishbefore she had
es,
Monroe
the
chance
did manage
to
reach
to sing a bit
her greatest
in this film but not to her full when she shines, her light is heights as a performer.
ability. This is a shame, espe- so brilliant it’s easy to ignore
If nothing else, “The Prince
cially considering her role as even Olivier, one of the most and the Showgirl” is a peek
a showgirl practically begged talented actors and directors into Monroe’s brilliance with
for memorable musical num- in film to date.
a healthy dose of Olivier, acbers.
Thorndike, an incredibly cented by all the charm of
For those wishing to get the talented actress in her own grand ballroom dancing scenes
most out of the mediocre “My right, had this to say about and classic comedic gags.

Drag Show
from B1

of her host persona to her solo
performance.
Student performer Carpe
Damn wore a saucy gray and
black outfit to complement a
sharply coiffed black bob, performing with a police officer accomplice as well as alone to such
tracks as Madonna’s “Die Another Day.” Damn was clearly
comfortable onstage and delighted the eager audience.
Ivy League O’Deria threatened to steal the show with a
captivating performance to Lady
Gaga’s “Born This Way” as she
tossed necklaces to the crowd, as
well as during a gravity-defying,
physically demanding act which
she performed entirely en pointe
to Rihanna’s “Umbrella.”
Violencia returned to the stage
with Laila McQueen to perform
an unforgettable act that began
with a familiar voiceover, pulled
from “The Rocky Horror Picture
Show.” Fans of the cult classic
quickly recognized the rendition of “Sweet Transvestite” and
cheers and applause soon erupted throughout the room.
Miller said she was pleased
with this year’s attendance.
“The turnout was fantas-

Christie Edwards • Staff Photographer

Des O’Deria emcees the UMaine Drag Show on Saturday night, marking the end of Pride Week.

tic, especially the diversity,”
she said. “A vast spectrum of
people, from members of the
GLBT community to fraternity brothers, was in attendance.

It’s always a great way to cap
off Pride Week.
“It was fantastic this year,
full of love and support from
the UMaine community, espe-

cially in the wake of the prolife protesters on Monday and
Tuesday who [had] posters up
about the ‘gay gene’ within
100 feet of the pride flag.”
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CD Review:

COmedy Review:
‘Mr. Universe’

Steiner Street, ‘Time & Temperature’

Gaffigan sticks to tried and true material in bland special Portland group energetic in Record Store Day exclusive
By Alex
Tranchemontagne

For The Maine Campus

Chimichanga Productions
Gaffigan decided he was one of
them.
A few nights ago, Gaffigan reLate last year, comedian Lou- leased his latest special, “Mr. Uniis C.K. made a move that has the verse,” on jimgaffigan.com for the
potential to change comedy mar- familiar price of $5. Gaffigan is in
keting.
top form as usual, but “as usual”
He released an hour-long might be the problem — his bits
special, “Live at the Beacon about food and being out of shape
Theater,” by himself on his own aren’t old material but are exwebsite for $5, skipping the more tremely predictable coming from
traditional methods of delivery him, and the jokes feel as though
like DVD or television airing.
they’ve been heard before.
This accomplished a few
Much like Gaffigan’s all-black
things: By cutting out the cor- outfit — save for his blue shoes
porate middleman, fans were and pasty complexion, which
less likely to pirate the video, once again emerge as a comedic
knowing C.K. would be getting target — blends into the black
the lion’s share of the profits. backdrop behind him, his jokes
Secondly, by making the special behave in the same way with his
digitally available, he was able old sets. When he talks about the
to cut costs and give fans an hour struggles of enjoying a day at Disof comedy for only $5. Lastly, ney World, the shame of eating at
because of the
M c D o n a l d ’s
method’s sucand the body
cess, he has
image issues of
opened
the
whales, there
door for other
are no laugh“You always hear
comedians to
out-loud mohow swimming’s the ments, because
try something
similar.
a lot of humor’s
best exercise, but
This
sort
impact comes
have you seen how
of marketing
from surprise,
fat whales are?”
strategy would
of which there
only work for
is little.
a
high-pro“You
alJim Gaffigan
file comedian,
Comedian ways hear how
though. A lesss w i m m i n g ’s
er-known cothe best exermedian would
cise, but have
likely not be
you seen how
able to move enough copies to fat whales are?” Gaffigan asks as
recuperate his losses — It cost he launches into a bit about how
C.K. about $250,000 to make his all they eat is plankton and goes
special, but he’s earned over $1 on other mundane tangents that
million from it, so far.
are mildly amusing at best.
Few other funnymen have the
Gaffigan, on the verge of runaudience to pull this off, but Jim ning out of targets, has a bit about

By Derrick Rossignol
Style Editor

Gibb

Subway sandwiches being gross
and unhealthy, which might have
been humorous if the audience
hadn’t been left wondering what
evidence he had to back up his
outlandish claim. The key to most
good jokes is to base them off
real-world observations or facts,
but his lambasting of Subway is
unfounded and unfunny.
With all that said, “Mr. Universe” is not bad enough to cause
a mass mutiny among his fans. He
gets a laugh when he impersonates an easily-offended and naysaying audience member in his
high voice, a bit that for some reason remains at least a little funny.
Self-deprecation is always entertaining, so his jokes about himself
trying to work out are enjoyable.
“Mr. Universe” represents the
best of what Gaffigan and his wife
Jeannie have written in the past
two years. Speaking of his wife,
they have a fairly young child together, so it’s fair to expect Gaffigan to have some new material
about being an older father of an
infant, yet he devotes little time to
this topic.
That could have been a nice
break from jokes about food, fat
and inadequacy, but he instead
treads water and stays in the rut
he’s dug himself.
Hopefully this isn’t a sign of
the future. Gaffigan’s past three
albums have all been fresh and
funny, and, while “Mr. Universe”
isn’t a waste of 75 minutes or $5,
it also isn’t a step up from his classic back catalog.

their songbook, and my friend
Nathan spotted Eminem’s “Cleaning Out My Closet,” so he signed
up to perform. I rushed home to
grab my camera to film it, and I
got great video of him stumbling
through the song as he deals with
censoring himself live and trying

Grade: B-

It may not be obvious, but
Southern Maine has a great
underground music scene.
Nowadays, most dedicated
bands — such as Falling Skyward and Too Late The Hero
— play some type of metal.
But every now and then, a
pop-punk band seems to rise
and gain attention quickly,
and rightfully so.
Sparks the Rescue, one of
my personal favorite bands,
started out their career as
teenagers in Portland. Now
they are a huge band that has
played globally with acts like
The All-American Rejects and
D.R.U.G.S.
While Sparks the Rescue
went on to bigger and better
Third Time Lucky Rekords
things, Maine’s scene seemed
to lack a truly amazing popThe album closes with
punk band to call our own. set itself apart from any other
Now, there’s Steiner Street.
similar song. But on the bright “Quite Literally The Drink
Steiner Street boasts a side, the track does have great That Killed Him,” the most
heavy brand of pop-punk, lyricism, a redeeming quality powerful song of the album.
The track opens with an amaza newly signed record deal that makes it worthwhile.
courtesy of Third Time Lucky
“Frost” is another song that ing vocal showcase over an
Rekords, a huge following and doesn’t match the quality of instantly mesmerizing drumthe album — a finger-tapping beat. The track is far longer
unlimited potential.
than the other
Steiner
songs
and
Street’s fullalso comes off
length debut
much
more
album, “Time
emotional.
& TemperaWhile Sparks the Rescue went on to
“Time and
ture,” is a
n e a r- p e r f e c t bigger and better things, Maine’s scene seemed Temperature”
is chock full
adventure in
to lack a truly amazing pop-punk band to
of catchy chomelodic and
ruses, insane
aggressive
call our own. Now, there’s Steiner Street
guitar
riffs
pop-punk.
and
powerThe album
ful
lyrics.
opens up with
Tracks tend
“I Should’ve
to get repetiNever Had a
Birthday,” a song that starts off solo in this brand of music tive, which is either a bad or
slow but quickly evolves into doesn’t feel natural, so it’s a beautiful thing, depending on
a fast-paced romp. Aggressive shame it happens here. The how much of one sound you
vocals that switch off between lead guitarist of Steiner Street can stand.
Steiner Street is a tribute
lead singer Andrew Scott and is very talented and comes so
his bandmates pave the way close to making the solo fit, to the raw pop-punk legends
to the chorus. The tune’s con- but ultimately it’s a little awk- such as Daggermouth and
clusion is sure to capture the ward. Still, the end of the song Saves the Day. If you’re a fan
hearts of sweaty kids in pits has harmonized vocals over of melodic pop-punk, defithe main chorus, which will nitely look into this amazing
all across New England.
showcase of local talent. The
“Fish in a Barrel” starts out work well in a live setting.
The second half of the al- album hits shelves April 21 as
energetic and doesn’t let up.
The pace of this song alone bum opens strongly with “Run a Record Store Day exclusive
makes it instantly unforget- Ourselves Ragged,” which is to BullMoose, so take a trip to
table. This track is a perfect less aggressive than the rest Bangor and support local muexample of how to create me- of the album, similar to punk sic.
band The Wonder Years. The
lodic punk.
“Make it Count” comes breakdown in the middle of
off as one of the album’s only the song has interesting guitar
Grade: B+
shortcomings. This uptempo work that leads back to anothtrack doesn’t do enough to er powerful section.

queue and waited for my turn.
When I was up, I grabbed the
from B1
microphone, gave a mini improvised speech dedicating the song
downloaded it because beneath all
to a “girl sitting alone in that diner
the joking, it was a sweet tune.
in Reno,” and launched into the
That moment isn’t much atsong, doing my best Robin impertached to Robin, but during my jusonation.
nior or senior year of
The crowd ate it
high school, I created
up, probably because
another memory very
of the alcohol in their
much about him.
systems,
and
my
Every year, my
friends and I laughed
Parody is the sincerest form of flattery,
quaint hometown of
the video we had of
so although I was essentially making fun at
Van Buren has a small
it for weeks. Parody is
of Robin, I did it out of love and respect
festival called “Sumthe sincerest form of
merfest,” where Main
flattery, so although I
Street is blocked off
was essentially makto make room for food
ing fun of Robin, I did
vendors and performit out of love and reers. There is always an area re- not to laugh at our heckling.
spect.
served for karaoke, in front of one
I was listening to a lot of preI’m pulling for Robin to pull
of the local bars.
disco Bee Gees at the time, so through and make it out alive beMy friends and I thought it when I saw their song “I Started a cause he’s changed the world and
would be hilarious to sing a song Joke,” which was originally sung made my life better in small ways,
or two, so we browsed through by Robin, I added my name to the and it’d be sad to see him go.

Groove Release
from B1

happy to be back in “their old stomping
grounds” for their CD release party, as
they used to perform in the Old Town
venue when it was called The Dime.
According to the Facebook event page,
the band moved to Portland last summer
to “broaden [their] musical horizons and
record a CD,” which they worked on for
about 8 months.

Opening the show was The Trickle
Down, a group from Portland that was
described on the Facebook event page as
playing “the most epic Jazz-Prog-Fusion
you’ve ever heard.”
Comprised of Kelly Bryand on guitar
and vocals, Greg Abbot on drums, Andrew Pelczar on bass, Kyle Friday on
keyboards and vocals, and Kevin Lynch
on tenor saxophone and vocals, the
band played for an hour before Restless
Groove, performing original songs that
had strong funk and jazz influences.
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Tuesday, April 17
Softball
vs. Husson
4 p.m.

The Maine Campus • Sports

UM softball picks up AEC
wins with sweep of Bearcats
Black Bears take all 3 games from Binghamton; face Husson on Tuesday

Baseball
vs. Bates
5 p.m.

Thursday, April 19
Track and field
at LSU Alumni Gold Invitational
TBA

Friday, April 20
Track and field
at LSU Alumni Gold Invitational
TBA

Saturday, April 21
Track and field
at LSU Alumni Gold Invitational
TBA
Baseball
at Binghamton
12 p.m.
Softball
at Stony Brook
1 p.m.
Baseball
at Binghamton
3 p.m.
Softball
at Stony Brook
3 p.m.
Track and field
at Holy Cross
TBA

Sunday, April 22
Baseball
at Binghamton
12 p.m.
Softball
at Stony Brook
11a.m.

Haley Johnston • Photo Editor

The University of Maine softball team picked up their first three America East victories, sweeping Binghamton University over the weekend in Orono.

By Charlie Merritt

For The Maine Campus
The University of Maine
softball team was in desperate need of a boost, and they
might have gotten just that.
The Black Bears hosted
Binghamton University, 1522, for a doubleheader Saturday and one game Sunday,
earning victories in all three
games.
UMaine, 10-24, blasted
grand slams in back-to-back
games, winning the first contest 8-2 and the second 4-2,
earning their first two victories in America East play.
The third game had some
late-inning drama as the Black
Bears went into the sixth inning down 2-0, before getting
one run back in the bottom of
the inning and winning the
game on an exciting walk-off
single in the seventh by freshman second baseman Jessica
Burk.
“It feels great. It puts our attitude in a positive direction,”
Burk said. “Especially coming
back from the past two weekends where we haven’t done
as well, it simply puts us in a
better mood.”
Burk went 3-10 for the

Boston

from B6
during the week. You have to
reserve your long run toward
the end of the week. It’s just
practice for the big day,” she
said. “I never ran 26.2 [miles]
or anything close to that before Sugarloaf. I did 16 miles
in a run but I never wanted to
get up to it. Usually people
don’t do a full 26.2; they work
up to it. You don’t want to up
it too much.”
Similarly, Eric Mauricette,
a sophomore forestry student,
has had a growing appreciation
for marathons. Also a runner
since his sophomore year of
high school, Mauricette cites
mindset as the key cog to a
marathoner’s training.
“It’s a lot more discipline.
You have to get out there ev-

Black Bears slam way to
victory in Game 2

Black Bears at the plate over
the weekend, scoring two runs
and driving in five more.
In the first game, Binghamton scored a run in the first inning, but UMaine roared back,
scoring four of their own in
the home half. After freshman EmJ Fogel reached first
base by a walk, senior shortstop Jennifer Eberhardt singled through the left side and
sophomore outfielder Dagmar
Ralphs earned another walk
before junior first baseman
Hilary Kane stepped to the
plate. Kane unloaded the bases with a grand slam over the
center-field wall, scoring four
runs for the Black Bears. They
would never look back from
there.
“Our plan was to manufacture runs one way or another,
force errors and get on base
any way we can,” Kane said.
“We always play solid [defense], but the key for us is to
score runs.”
UMaine added two more
runs in the fifth and sixth innings to finish the Bearcats
off 8-2. Senior pitcher Ashley
Kelley went the distance for
UMaine in her fourth win of
the season, yielding only two
runs, scattering six hits and
striking out two.

After the game remained
scoreless through the first two
innings, UMaine would once
again score their runs in a
memorable fashion.
After senior infielder Margaret Hilton singled into shallow center to start the rally,
Burk found herself at the plate
with the bases loaded. Burk
turned on a high inside fastball, crushing it over the leftfield fence, giving the Black
Bears a 4-0 lead they would
hold on to. It was Burk’s first
career home run.
Binghamton got a pair
of runs in the sixth, but
it wouldn’t be enough as
UMaine held on to win 4-2.
UMaine junior pitcher Beth
Spoehr went all seven innings,
allowing two runs on five hits
and five strike-outs.
The third game started slow
for the Black Bears, but they
found their rhythm during the
later innings. UMaine trailed
2-0 from the first inning but
finally got something going
in the sixth. Fogel doubled
with one out before Ralphs
switched places with a double
of her own, cutting the lead to
one.

ery day,” he said. “You may
need to run 15 miles every
day. Then you have to commit yourself Saturday or Sunday and run 20 miles. It’s a lot
more work and you’re focus-

the race, Ellis panicked, unsure whether she had trained
enough for what she was about
to put her body through.
“The day before I ran my
first marathon, I was freaking

“I don’t think you’re ever mentally
prepared until you run the race. You
just have to talk yourself through it. You
just don’t know what will happen.”
Magen Ellis
Senior
Early childhood development and women’s studies student
ing for a lot more time.”
Even so, no matter how
much focus one commits to
training, the day of the race is
still as much a mental grind as
it is a physical one.
“The whole way through,
you have your ups and downs,”
Ellis said. “Some miles you
feel like you’re on top and
you feel great and can go on
forever. Other miles you’re
running on nothing and asking yourself, ‘Why did I ever
get involved in this in the first
place?’”
Ellis began asking that rhetorical question even before
the Sugarloaf Marathon started. Twenty-four hours before

Crossword
Solution

Upcoming Games

Wednesday, April 18

out,” she said. “I had never
run anywhere close to that. I
thought I was going to quit. I
had all these negative feelings
about it and my goal was just
to finish it.
“I don’t think you’re ever
mentally prepared until you
run the race,” she continued.
“You just have to talk yourself through it. You’re never
prepared; you just don’t know
what will happen. On the actual race day, you hope you put
the training in that you needed to and you hope that your
body is ready to go. You don’t
know until you run. Anything
can happen in 26.2 miles.”
Mauricette ran his first

After Eberhardt led the seventh inning with a single and
an error by the second baseman, UMaine had runners on
first and second with nobody
out. After a pop out, junior
Jenny MacDowell singled into
right, tying the game. Binghamton then chose to walk
Fogel, loading up the bases
for Burk.
“It was really nerve-wracking after I watched them intentionally walk EmJ and all
the pressure was on, but I just
tried to get a piece of one,”
Burk said.
She did exactly that, singling into the shallow, rightcenter gap, giving the Black
Bears a 3-2 victory. Kelley
once again pitched a complete
game and earned the victory
for UMaine, not allowing a
run after the first inning and
finishing with three strikeouts, one walk and only the
two earned runs from the first
inning.
“We were just set on trying to fight and win this game.
It was really a team effort,”
Burk said.
UMaine softball will try to
extend their three-game winning streak when they face the
Husson University Eagles on
Tuesday.
marathon in 2010 at Mount
Desert Island. He returned to
run it again last year, qualifying for the Boston Marathon.
After running in Beantown, he
has MDI on his schedule again
as well as a 50-kilometer race,
which translates to 31 miles,
at Great Cranberry Island near
MDI.
Mauricette just finished
up his training for the Boston
Marathon, which consisted of
100 straight days of running
— and his easy days probably
aren’t like yours.
“Monday would be an easy
day, like four miles,” he said.
“Tuesday would be a tempo
run, which is anywhere from
eight to 10 miles. Wednesday
is usually 15 miles; Thursday
is easy — five miles or something. Friday is another hard
workout, usually not more
than eight miles. Then Saturday or Sunday is between 15
or 20 miles.
“It’s commitment. The first
month is really easy, because
you kind of enjoy it,” Mauricette added. “But the second
month is a lot harder workout.
In March I ran between 60 and
75 miles each week.
“It’s a big workload
and it takes a lot of mental
strength.”
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James, Durant
and Bryant lead
NBA MVP talks
Column
The Maurice Podoloff Trophy, more commonly known as
the NBA Most Valuable Player
Award, is voted on at the end of
each regular season. With this
year’s campaign coming to a
close at the
end of this
month, the
race
for
the
most
prestigious
NBA honor
is on.
T h e
MVP award
has been
handed
By Andrew
out since
Stefanilo
the NBA’s
1955-56
season. It was originally voted
on by the players, but the process changed in the 1979-80
season, switching the voting
to a panel of sportswriters and
broadcasters. Members of the
panel put in five votes each, collectively ranking first through
fifth place.
A first place vote is worth
10 points, a second place vote
is worth seven, a third is worth
five, fourth is worth three and
fifth is worth one. The player
with the highest total of points
wins the award.
This season’s award promises a tight race, perhaps coming
down to the last week. Miami
Heat forward LeBron James is
the front-runner, followed by
Oklahoma City Thunder forward Kevin Durant and Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant. Though James and Durant
are the clear top two, Minnesota
Timberwolves forward Kevin
Love has also had a great season and deserves to be at least
mentioned.
Love’s numbers are exceptional. If the award were based
on that alone, he’d be in the
running with James and Durant.
But due to the fact that the Timberwolves are out of the playoff mix, Love will only garner
fourth- and fifth-place votes.

NHL

from B6
help to capture a series win.
Phoenix must rely on goalie
Mike Smith, who has been fairly consistent all year and ranked
third amongst goalies in saves
and winning percentage during
the regular season. This series
will go six games, in favor of
Chicago, who is the better team
on paper. If it weren’t for the
exceedingly talented Central region of the Western Conference,
the No. 6 Blackhawks would
probably be seeded higher than
the No. 3 Coyotes.
The No. 4 Nashville Predators vs. No. 5 Detroit Red Wings
matchup is undoubtedly the best
the Western Conference has to
offer. Two points separated the
two teams in final Central region standings; however, they
both managed to win 48 games
each. After three straight score
lines of 3-2 from this quarterfi-

Bryant is leading the league
in points per game at 28.1. He
has helped bring the Lakers to
their current record of 38-22.
His numbers have been especially impressive because of the
injuries he’s incurred over the
season. Also, the lack of production at the point guard and small
forward positions combined
with having next to no bench
make his season and numbers
even more impressive. Without
Bryant, the Lakers might not
even be a playoff team.
James may not be the unanimous choice for MVP, but he
is certainly one of the two top
contenders. He’s having an outstanding season and can still
win the award, depending on
his play down the stretch. He’s
averaging 26.9 points per game,
7.9 rebounds per game and 6.4
assists per game. His player efficiency rating is at 30.67, leading
the league and ranking among
the all-time season highs.
His MVP status has been
slipping recently because of the
Heat’s struggles and the success
of his main competitor, Durant.
Durant has played consistently throughout the whole season. He’s second in the league
in points per game with 27.5 and
is averaging 7.9 rebounds per
game. Most importantly, Durant
has helped the Thunder’s 42-16
record, the best in the Western
Conference and only behind the
Chicago Bulls for the best in
the league. His team’s success,
combined with his consistent
play, has Durant in the lead for
MVP.
Both James and Durant are
worthy of the award this year.
If the season were to end today,
Durant would most likely walk
away with it. He has been held
under 20 points only five times
this season. That has happened
to James 11 times. Durant has
also been more clutch all season, something James has had
trouble with.
No matter how the rest of
the season plays out, the MVP
race will offer as much drama
as a weekday soap opera, likely
coming down to the final week.
nal series, there’s no doubt this
series is going seven games,
barring a crucial injury to one of
the team’s top players.
Nashville will look to 29year-old Finnish goalie Pekka
Rinne, who finished this season
as the league’s top goalie after
winning a league-best 43 games
and racking up a league-leading
1,987 saves. Rinne is a favorite
to win this year’s Vezina Trophy.
In front of the other net for
Detroit, we find former University of Maine goalie Jimmy
Howard, who also stands as one
of the NHL’s best. Howard finished this season with 35 wins
— good enough to rank him
fifth in the league — and was
also among the top 10 in league
leaders for save percentage.
Notwithstanding, the talent
of Red Wings forward Henrik
Zetterberg and the Red Wing’s
Central region-leading goals for
a total of 248, Rinne will most
likely be the reason why Nashville takes this series in seven
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UMaine track and field’s Gagne
breaks 2 school records
University of Maine track and
field senior thrower Justin Gagne
broke two school records at the nonteam scoring Wildcat Invitational on
Saturday.
Gagne threw the shot put 55 feet,
8.25 inches, barely edging out Arnold Delaite’s record toss of 55 feet
7.25 inches in 1961.
Gagne followed that performance
up with another record-breaking throw, smashing the old discus
mark. Gagne’s throw measured in at
166 feet, nine inches, shattering the
record of 163 feet, two inches, set
by Alan Sherrard in 1979.
Men’s basketball banquet set
for April 22
The University of Maine men’s
basketball team will hold their annual banquet on Saturday, April 22
at 6 p.m. in the Wells Conference
Center.
The banquet honors the five
members of the Black Bears’ senior
class that will be graduating. Tickets
are $25.
Women’s basketball announces
two signings
The University of Maine wom-

Baseball
from B6

catcher Alex Patzalek laid down
a sacrifice bunt to move Heath
over to second and Whitten drove
him in with an RBI single, giving
UMaine a 6-2 lead.
In the seventh inning, Ian Leisenheimer scored the final run of
the game after he reached base on
a single and Heath moved him to
second with a sacrifice bunt. Another throwing error brought in
Leisenheimer when Patzelak was
attempting to beat out a throw to
first.
UMaine sophomore starting
pitcher Shaun Coughlin recorded
his third win of the year, going
five and two-thirds innings, giving up two runs off eight hits
while striking out five and walking three. Hartford sophomore

starting pitcher Hunter Englehart
picked up the loss, going six innings, giving up six runs off nine
hits while striking out none and
walking three.
Black Bears move win streak
to 13 games
In the series finale on Sunday
afternoon, the Black Bears wasted
no time getting to work on offense
with lead-off hitter Fransoso getting on base with a line drive up
the middle. Fransoso went on to
steal second base, and moved to
third after a single by Gay.
Ian Leisenheimer singled to
drive in Fransoso, but was thrown
out trying to take second base.
After a Heath walk, Patzalek hit
a sacrifice fly RBI to put UMaine
up 2-0 after the first inning.
UMaine junior starting pitcher
Jeffrey Gibbs ran into control is-

Haley Johnston • Photo Editor

Senior pitcher Jeffrey Gibbs lobbed 3.1 innings in Sunday’s win
over Hartford.

en’s basketball team announced two
signings, as Michal Assaf and Mikaela Gustaffson have signed their
National Letters of Intent to join
UMaine in the fall.
Assaf, a five-foot, six-inch guard
out of Ganey Tikva, Isreal joins
UMaine after playing two years for
Israel’s U-18 National Team.
In her second year for the National Team, Assaf was runner-up
for the best defensive player of the
women’s league.
“Michal is a dynamic point guard
who has a great knack for finding
gaps and creating off the dribble,”
UMaine head coach Richard Barron
told goblackbears.com.
Gustafsson, a six-foot, two-inch
forward from Sodertalje, Sweden,
starting every game for her Swedis
team Kringlan, averaging 11 points
and six rebounds in 31 minutes.
Gustafsson also competed at a top
level while playing for the Swedish National U-18 team, as well as
competing int he Euro Cup for her
previous team, Telge Basket.
“Nujaeka us a vert versatuke
firward with great playing experience at a high level,” Barron told
goblackbears.com. “She has great
size, 3-point range, the ability to
drive to the basket and the ability to
post up. Mikaela is a dedicated player and is very excited about coming
to join us here at Maine.”

sues coming into the top of the
fourth. Following an inning in
which a controversial play resulted in Trimper getting into
an argument over a player being
called out due to interference and
the ejection of a player being reversed, emotions were running
high as the players took the field.
“It’s part of the game,” Trimper said. “You try and go out and
say your piece in a nice manner
and get your point across. Coaches make mistakes. Umpires make
mistakes. The biggest thing is
that you have to keep your kids
in check.
“The only reason I got upset
was because I think the umpire
ejected [the Hartford player],
then he got talked out of it, and
I heard that whole conversation,
and that is what got me upset,”
Trimper added.
Hartford sophomore catcher
James Alfonso was hit by a pitch,
which was followed by four consecutive walks by Gibbs. After the
fourth walk, sophomore pitcher
DJ Voisine replaced Gibbs. However, the pitching woes continued
for UMaine, as a wild pitch allowed one more Hartford player
to score, and the Hawks took the
lead 3-2.
UMaine reclaimed the lead in
the bottom of the fifth, scoring
four runs. Back-to-back singles
by Whitten and Justin Leisenheimer and a bunt by Black loaded the bases for Fransoso. The
junior captain hit an RBI single
up the middle.
Ian Leisenheimer added two
RBIs on a throwing error, which
brought the score to 5-3. After a
Heath walk, Calbick recorded
an RBI after another walk, and
UMaine ended the inning with a
6-3 lead.
“We’ve won games in this win
streak in many different ways,”

Trimper said. “We’ve slugged
it out, we’ve grinded out a run,
we’ve moved guys around, stole
bases, we got two out RBIs, so in
every combination our offense is
kind of clicking right now. Pitching-wise, for the most part, we’re
throwing strikes, and playing
good defense.
“We’re not giving away a lot
of runs,” he added. “The only
times these guys have scored are
when we’ve walked a guy. As
long as we let guys try and slug
it out with us, we’ve been playing
good defense so we’re in most of
these games.”
Voisine picked up the win for
the Black Bears, going three and
two-thirds innings giving up zero
runs off three hits while walking
one and striking out two. Hartford
freshman pitcher Sean Newcomb
got hit with the loss, pitching five
innings, giving up six runs on
seven hits, striking out seven and
walking four.
With their win streak at 13, the
Black Bears are looking to keep
it alive by taking it one game at
a time.
“Honestly, today we were talking about getting our 20th win,
we kinda forgot about the win
streak,” Trimper said. “We have
the Bates [College] game coming
up, and we have to stay focused
one game at a time.
“It’s our last Division III game,
we’re a little bit thin on the pitching staff, and with the four game
series coming up next weekend,
we’re going to have to have other
guys step up like Steve Trask, and
Manny Pupo.”
The Black Bears have a home
game against Bates on April 18
at 5 p.m. before hitting the road
to face State University of New
York at Binghamton for a fourgame series on April 21 and 22.

Players of the weekend
Baseball vs. Hartford
H Steve Perakslis - Junior pitcher Steve Perakslis held the University of Hartford to two hits and one run
in the Black Bears series opening win 6-1.
HH ian Leisenheimer - The senior left fielder went 3-4 in the second game of Saturday’s double header,
scoring twice in the Black Bears 7-2 win over the Hawks.
HHH Michael Fransoso - The junior shortstop helped pick up the sweep for the Black Bears, going 2-4
while driving in a run and scoring three more.
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Softball sweeps
Binghamton
Black Bears gain 1st 3
conference wins of season

mainecampus.com
CoLumn
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Baseball (Sat.) 6 1 Hartford
Baseball (Sat.) 7 2 Hartford
Baseball (Sun.) 11 3 Hartford

Softball (Sat.) 8 2
Softball (Sat.) 4 2
Softball (Sun.) 3 2

Binghamton
Binghamton
Binghamton

“When I finished my marathon, I said I never wanted to do it again.”

Senior early xchildhood development and women’s studies student Magen Ellis

B4

NBA MVP race
heats up
James, Bryant and Durant
are leading candidates

B5

UMaine baseball’s win streak
up to 13; still perfect in AEC
Black Bears sweep Hartford at mahaney diamond, sit 7-0 in conference

Jesse Scardina • Sports Editor

Senior University of Maine student Magen Ellis runs around Morse
Field preparing for today’s Boston Marathon.

Marathon bears:

2 UM students prep
for Boston road race
world’s oldest annual marathon as well as one of the five
Sports Editor
World Marathon Majors. With
Three hours and 16 minutes over 500,000 spectators each
after starting, Magen Ellis fin- year, it’s New England’s most
ished her first marathon and viewed sporting event.
Last May, Ellis ran in the
never wanted to run another
Sugarloaf Marathon in hopes
again.
“I felt awful. I couldn’t of qualifying for the world’s
walk down the stairs normal most famous road race, the
for about a week,” said Ellis, Boston Marathon. Ellis is one
a fourth-year early childhood of a small handful of Univerdevelopment and women’s sity of Maine students particistudies student. “I walked pating in today’s race.
“It’s going to be crazy,” Elbackwards. It’s extreme pain.
When I finished my marathon, lis said. “My friend ... is runI said I never wanted to do it ning this with me and he’s done
Boston two or three times, and
again.
“But when I found out I he said to not look up at the
qualified for Boston, I changed start because you’re just going
to want to cry. There are too
my mind.”
The Boston Marathon got many people. There are 9,000
its start in 1897, making it the in my wave.”
With vigorous training
over the last 16 weeks, Ellis
has worked toward completing her second marathon. A
runner dating back to high
school, she said was drawn in
by the challenge a marathon
poses.
“The distance is what drew
me,” Ellis said. “Not a lot of
people can do a marathon. I
wanted to see if I could do
it.”
Ellis played soccer when
she started high school but
switched to cross country after admitting she “was pretty
bad at [soccer].” Even after
three years of cross country
and four years of track and
field in high school, Ellis had
to completely change her routine for marathon training.
“I had to up the mileage
Courtesy photo

By Jesse Scardina

Haley Johnston • Photo Editor

Junior shortstop Michael Fransoso fires the ball to first in the University of Maine’s 11-3 win over the University of Hartford on Sunday.

By Joe Sturzl
Staff Reporter

The University of Maine baseball team kept a perfect conference record and extended their
winning streak to 13 games this
weekend, as they swept the series
against the University of Hartford
Hawks.
With victories of 6-1, 7-2 and
11-3, UMaine used their ability
to manufacture runs as well as
proficient pitching and fielding
to keep Hartford runners from
crossing home plate. The three
wins elevate UMaine to 20-14,
7-0 in America East, and drop
Hartford down to 8-25, 1-6 in
America East.
Head coach Steve Trimper’s
goal this weekend was to win the
series, and his team was able to
get the sweep.
“We wanted to win the series;
after we did that, we came out and
wanted to get the sweep,” he said.
“We wanted to rack up some wins
for the win column in the conference. I’m really pleased with everything we did today. I think our
hitting has come around.”
Black Bears hold Hawks to
one run in Game 1
In the first game of the series,
the action started in the bottom of

the second inning, when UMaine
sophomore third baseman Alex
Calbick and sophomore designated hitter Fran Whitten hit singles,
followed by senior first baseman
Justin Leisenheimer being hit by
a pitch to load up the bases for
sophomore second baseman Troy
Black. Black would be responsible for the first run of the day,
as he reached base on a fielder’s
choice to drive in Calbick.
Junior shortstop Michael
Fransoso would be walked to
once again load up the bases. A

freshman shortstop Trey Stover
was walked. After Stover was
moved to second base following a sacrifice ground out, senior
third baseman Simon Kudernatsch hit an RBI double to bring
the Hawks to within three.
UMaine would score once
more in the bottom of the sixth,
after Gay drove in both Whitten and Fransoso with a two-run
double.
Perakslis went all seven innings, giving up one run off two
hits, walking two and striking out

“We wanted to win the series;
after we did that, we came out and
wanted to get the sweep.”
Steve Trimper
Head coach
UMaine baseball
passed ball allowed Whitten to
score and moved runners to second and third. Sophomore center
fielder Colin Gay popped one
up to seemingly end the inning,
however Hartford sophomore
Brian Estevez dropped the ball
and Black and Fransoso scored
on the error, giving UMaine a 4-0
lead after two innings.
Hartford got on the board in
the top of the fourth inning when

three. Hartford sophomore starting pitcher Brian Hunter pitched
all seven innings as well, giving
up six runs off six hits, striking
out four while walking three,
along with three hit batsmen.
UMaine completes Saturday
sweep
UMaine scored the first run of
the game when Calbick reached

first on a throwing error, and then
reached second on another throwing error on a pick-off attempt at
first. A sacrifice ground out and
fly out by Whitten and Ian Leisenheimer brought in Calbick to
get UMaine on the board.
UMaine senior left fielder Ian
Leisenheimer singled to right
field in the bottom of the third
inning, which was followed by a
double to left field by freshman
right fielder Scott Heath, moving Ian Leisenheimer to third. A
passed ball brought in Leisenheimer, and a sacrifice fly brought
in Heath, giving the Black Bears
a 3-0 lead.
Hartford would get two runs
of their own in the top of the fifth.
Junior right fielder Pat Knauth led
off by hitting a line drive up the
middle for a single, followed by
another single by Stover. Knauth
and Stover advanced when an attempt to pick off Knauth at second ended up in the outfield.
Kudernatsch hit a sacrifice
ground out to drive in Knauth
and give the Hawks their first
run of the game. An RBI single
up the middle by Drexel drove in
Stover, and Hartford found themselves down only three runs in the
middle of the fifth.
After Heath walked, junior
See Baseball on B5

Eric Mauricette, a forestry major,
trains for the Boston Marathon.
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Examining NHL’s Western Conference playoffs
Column
The 2012 Stanley Cup Playoffs are underway as of last
Wednesday evening, and so far
the games have been nothing
short of spectacular shows on
ice.
League
defending
champions
the
Boston Bruins
opened up
their Stanley
Cup
defense on
By Liam Nee
Thursday
against the
No. 7-seeded Washington Capitals with
a 2-1 overtime Game 1 win,
courtesy of 31-year-old forward
Chris Kelly, who fired a laser
slap shot past Capitals goalie
Braden Holtby just 78 seconds
into the extra period. Boston
grabbed the Eastern Confer-

ence’s No. 2 seed after finishing
second in final NHL standings.
The Vancouver Canucks and
New York Rangers both earned
No. 1 seeds going into this
year’s playoff run after posting the league’s only records
with over 50 wins — both had
51. The Canucks and Rangers
can both attribute their successful regular seasons to forwards
Henrik and Daniel Sedin and
right winger Marian Gaborik,
respectively, who combined for
a total of 224 points.
This is the second consecutive season that the Canucks
have taken the No. 1 seed. The
team’s skates are certainly lined
up for redemption after a disappointing seven-game series runner-up effort against the Bruins
in the 2011 Stanley Cup Finals.
The loss led to a sizable riot,
costing the city of Vancouver
an estimated $5 million in damages.
It’s safe to say the team
doesn’t like to lose.

Pittsburgh Penguins forward players, jerseys and the hiring nucks have fallen to such ruin
Evgeni Malkin, the league’s top of former Portland Pirates coach is the loss of leading goal scorer
player and favorite to win this Kevin Dineen.
Daniel Sedin, who hasn’t seen
year’s Hart Memorial Trophy,
Here are my winning predic- ice time in a game since a blow
enters the 2012 playoff race tions for the Western Confer- to the head with 10 games rewith Pittsburgh as the No. 4 seed ence:
maining in the regular season.
from the Eastern Conference.
Despite the difference in This series is far from over,
The 25-year-old, four-time All- seeded rank, I’m not at all sur- and, deep down inside, the CaStar racked up a league-leading prised to see the No. 8 Los An- nucks know how embarrassing
109 points this
it would be to get
season, despite
sent home after a
playing in only
first-round matchup
75 of 82 regular
loss.
Much of [Florida’s] success can be
season games.
Even
without
credited to general manager Dale
Daniel Sedin, they
And finally,
should be able to
after
winning
Tallon’s revamping of the team.
pull it together for
the franchise’s
at least a first-round
first
division
advancement. I prechampionship
dict the Canucks
ever — from the
Southeast region over second- geles Kings take an early lead will take this in seven games.
The No. 2 St. Louis Blues
place Washington — the Florida over the No. 1 Canucks with
Panthers ended a NHL-record two straight 4-2 wins, simply showed dominance in Game
12-year drought of not making because goalie Jonathan Quick 2 of their quarterfinal matchthe playoffs.
knows how to win games in up against the No. 7 San Jose
Much of the team’s success front of the net — he was this Sharks with a 3-0 shutout. St.
can be credited to general man- year’s league-leader in shutouts Louis lost Game 1 in double
overtime. Goalies Jaroslav Halager Dale Tallon’s revamping of with 10.
the team, which included new
Perhaps the reason the Ca- ak and Brian Elliott have split

time all season as the Blues’
man behind the mask, but Halak
was called on to start both of the
first two playoff games.
Both can do the job, as they
have clearly shown throughout
the regular season, giving the
Blues the best goals against total in the entire league with just
165 all season.
Shutting out Sharks forward
Joe Thornton is key, not just
for his danger of scoring goals,
but more so for breaking up the
team’s origin of great plays —
Thornton was third among the
league’s top players in assists
with 59. The Blues will take this
one in six games.
The
Coyotes-Blackhawks
series will certainly be a hotly
contested matchup after their
first two games saw overtime
periods. Chicago will look to
alternate captain forwards and
team-leading point scorers Marian Hossa and Patrick Sharp for
See NHL on B5

